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 Last Saturday, USU students and 
their families working toward the title 
of “Biggest Loser” were able to receive 
some tips for weight loss success from a 
contestant on the most recent season of 
NBC’s Biggest Loser.
 Burgandy Keel, Utah resident and 
former contestant on the show, spoke 
Saturday to an audience of more than 
100 students, USU staff and volunteers. 
Keel’s presentation helped kick off a 
“Biggest Loser”-themed weight loss 
and health competition by USU’s mar-
ried student housing. Drawing from 
her experience on the show, Keel spoke 
about difficulties often encountered in 
weight loss and the importance of mak-
ing personal commitments.
 “What I learned from “The Biggest 
Loser” is how to keep personal commit-
ments to myself. That’s the key to life,” 
Keel said. “Instead of it being ‘I want 
to go on this show and I want to lose 
weight,’ it became ‘I am capable of build-
ing myself into whoever I want to be. 
Anything, at all, that I want to be.’ Do 
you guys feel that … it’s possible for you 
to be able to set a goal, and reach any 
goal possible?”
 Keel stressed self-affirmation and the 
benefits of a balanced lifestyle, including 
proper dietary, sleep and exercise habits.
 “The first and great health commit-
ment is always,” she said, “drink more 
water.” Though she was voted off early 
in the 10th season, Keel continued to 
exercise after returning to her family in 
Eagle Mountain, Utah and has lost 64 
pounds.
 The competition includes the Biggest 
Loser contest as well as the Healthy 
Habits Makeover contest, in which con-
testants earn points by participating in 
healthy activities.
 “The second competition ... is for 
anybody who just feels like they want 
to improve their physical and mental 
health,” said Shannon Jolley, MASA 
coordinator.
 “We tend to relate bad health or obe-
sity to laziness, but I don’t think that’s 
actually the issue,” Jolly said. “I think 
you’ll find that most people are extreme-
ly busy, but they’re busy doing things 
that aren’t good for their health. They’re 
in class all day, they’re at work all day 
     The Head of Mission to the United 
States for Southern Sudan spoke at the Jon 
M. Huntsman School of Business’ Dean’s 
Convocation Friday as thousands of southern 
Sudanese voted in Sudan on a referendum to 
form their own country.
 Because of Sudan’s bloody past and despite 
the challenges ahead, Ezekiel Lol Gatkuoth 
said diplomacy, not violence, is needed for 
a “peaceful divorce” between Northern and 
Southern Sudan.
    “We have been fighting enough,” Gatkuoth 
said. “There is no need to keep fighting. 
People who advocate war have never been to 
war.”
    Gatkuoth spoke to students and faculty 
about Sudan’s predominantly Arab north and 
the black African south’s “forced marriage” in 
1956 when the regions became independent 
from Britain which caused the break out of 
civil wars. In 2005 the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) was established. The CPA, 
which states the people in southern Sudan will 
be allowed to decide their own future, ends 
July 9, 2011.
    “On the 10th of July we are going to have an 
independence day in Africa,” Gatkuoth said.
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 The Caine College of the Arts presents a week filled with humor, 
entertainment and art as they host their very first Arts week Jan. 18-
22 to mark the start of a new tradition.
 “This is going to be an exhilarating week for all students, staff, 
faculty and community members,” said Craig Jessop, Dean of the 
Caine College of the Arts. “Student will have activities that they can 
just make a quick stop at any time throughout the day depending on 
their class schedule. There will always be something going on during 
arts week.”
 Interim music department head Cindy Dewey said, “I feel like a 
kid looking forward to summer vacation. I am just counting the days 
until the fun begins.”
 Arts week launched with the construction of the “paint-by-gum” 
wall mural in the lobby of the Fine Arts Center. Jessop explains that 
the mural will be completely made of chewing gum in an assortment 
of colors. The mural will need a total of 55,000 pieces of gum for 
its completion, so they need everyone to contribute to the art piece. 
Jessop placed the first piece of chewed gum onto the mural, Tuesday 
morning.
 “There will be plenty of gum in all colors being handed out in the 
Fine Arts Center, or people can contribute their own gum already in 
their mouth,” Jessop said.
 Dewey said when she and her students are not preparing for, 
or performing in, an Arts Week activity, they will be adding to the 
mural.
 “We will all contribute to the chewing gum art piece.” Dewey said. 
“With 55,000 pieces of chewed gum needed to fill it, we will all have 
to chew, chew, chew.”
 Special guests filled Tuesday evening’s dinner at Hamilton’s Steak 
and Seafood. The speakers included artistic director of Maine State 
BURGANDY KEEL, CONTESTANT IN the most recent season of NBC’s “The 
Biggest Loser,” shed some insight on her weight loss success to encourage students par-
ticipating in USU’s Biggest Loser competition during her speech in the Lundstrom Student 
Center.  ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photo
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 To support students’ healthy goals as they dive into a new 
semester, USU has organized a Health and Wellness Expo where 
students can participate in a free yoga class, health screenings 
and booths from organizations promoting many facets of healthy 
living.
 With the start of the new year, resolutions are made, but 
often not kept, and it is because of this the expo was planned for 
January, said Ryan Barfuss, USU prevention specialist.
 “Everyone has their New Year’s resolutions,” Barfuss said, “so 
our main point is going to be how to keep your resolutions and 
have better health. It is a new year, so why not?”
 The inability to change habits is a major reason why Barfuss 
said students are unable to follow through with their goals. The 
habits are easier to fall back into, instead of putting an effort into 
changing, he said.
 “They get busy with school, worry about their social lives, and 
their health goes on the back burner,” Barfuss said.
 Ashlee Cannon, an intern for Student Health Services, said it’s 
easy to stick with goals, until students get back “into the swing of 
things.” She also said it is a lack of caring that keeps people from 
sticking with their resolutions.
 “They just get wrapped up in their lives and they don’t care,” 
Cannon said. “You can’t make people care, you just have to get the 
information out there and give them the knowledge for when they 
decide to change.”
 Caroline Shugart, employee wellness coordinator, said it is a 
“toxic environment” that keeps people from reaching their goals. 
She said since students are bombarded with commercials that 
promote caffeine and high-sugar drinks, among other things, and 
there are too many things “competing for attention.”
 The expo will have free blood sugar and diabetes screenings 
as well as hearing tests. More than 50 booths of health infor-
mation ranging from general health and wellness to different 
health clubs offering specials will be available. Barfuss said the 
main events will be a free yoga class at noon, blood sugar screen-
ings and a motivational documentary to be shown in the TSC 
Ballroom.
 There will be a Fitness Passport, created by Student Health 
Services, and whoever acquires 10 stamps from various booths 
will qualify for prizes, Shugart said. Cannon said prizes will 
include T-shirts, month memberships to local gyms, Fun Park 
passes, water bottles and Great Harvest coupons.
 “This will just be a fun way for people to be more engaged 
TYLER ANDREWS, A JUNIOR, plasters his gum on a mural 
made entirely out of chewing gum that was inspired by USU’s Arts 
week. STERLING BOIN photo
-See EXPO, page 4
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 SAN FRANCISCO (AP) – If inves-
tors were as visionary as Steve Jobs 
has proved to be during his 35 years 
of tech wizardry, they might be able 
to figure out whether Apple can still 
thrive if its founder and CEO doesn’t 
return from his indefinite medical 
leave.
 But Jobs’ prescience is a rarity, 
which is why doubt and anxiety will 
probably hang over the company until 
his fate is clearer.
 The iPod-iPhone-iPad revolution 
that Jobs unleashed over the past 
decade should ensure that Apple’s 
revenue and earnings keep growing 
for at least the next two to three years, 
according to analysts. What’s more, 
Jobs has assembled and trained a 
savvy, hard-driving management team 
that should be capable of following his 
road map for the company.
 The question is whether Apple can 
remain a step ahead and develop prod-
ucts that reshape technology, media 
and pop culture if Jobs isn’t around to 
divine the next big thing.
 Without Jobs, “Apple is a lot more 
like other companies. Its extraordinari-
ness fades,” said technology analyst 
Roger Kay of Endpoint Technologies 
Associates.
 Apple Inc. announced Monday that 
Jobs, who co-founded the company in 
1976, would take an indefinite medical 
leave for unspecified problems. The 
leave could be related to his previous 
bout with pancreatic cancer or his 
2009 liver transplant.
 For the regular trading day, 
Apple lost $7 billion in market value, 
although most analysts believe Jobs’ 
leadership and presence is worth much 
more to the company.
 Jobs’ value is difficult to gauge 
because of the sheer force of his per-
sonality, said Robert Sutton, a profes-
sor of management science at Stanford 
University who has studied Jobs and 
Apple. “Anyone who thinks they can 
estimate that is probably lying,” Sutton 
says.
 It’s tough to gauge Jobs’ current 
health problems because he has said 
so little about his past ones. He had 
a tumor removed in 2004 – a rare 
and very treatable form of pancreatic 
cancer – but never said whether it had 
spread to lymph nodes, nor how exten-
sive his surgery was.
 “We don’t really know how much 
of his pancreas was removed. He may 
just have a remnant,” and that may be 
causing continued digestive difficul-
ties, said Dr. Charles R. Thomas of 
Ohio State University’s Knight Cancer 
Institute.
 Dr. Jennifer Obel, a spokeswoman 
for the American Society of Clinical 
Oncology and a cancer specialist at 
Northshore University Health System 
in suburban Chicago, said the prog-
nosis is good for those with pancreatic 
tumors like the one Jobs had, even if 
the tumors spread.
 “He’s done extremely well living 
with this disease for many years,” she 
said. “I wouldn’t assume anything until 
he has released more information.”
 Apple declined further comment 
Tuesday on Jobs’ health.
 Apple barely missed a beat the 
last time Jobs was gone, and its stock 
climbed more than 60 percent as sales 
of the iPhone and Mac computers 
surged, even as the recession dragged 
on. That’s a testament to Apple’s chief 
operating officer, Tim Cook, who will 
be in charge while Jobs is away once 
again.
 In a Tuesday conference call to dis-
cuss Apple’s earnings, Cook predicted 
Apple will still shine.
 “Apple is doing its best work ever,” 
Cook said. “We are all very happy with 
the product pipeline, and the team 
here has an unparalleled breadth and 
depth of talent and a culture of innova-
tion that Steve has driven in the com-
pany. Excellence has become a habit.”
 Apple’s management team has been 
working together for so long that all 
the key executives should have a sense 
of what Jobs would want. And they 
may still be in touch with Jobs on key 
decisions because Jobs said he intends 
to remain involved in the company’s 
strategy. Kay thinks Jobs may have 
planned even more in the past year 
than he usually does because of his 
shaky health.
 The stakes are much higher than 
during Jobs’ last medical leave. Apple 
also is facing fiercer competition from 
Google, which has already threatened 
the iPhone with a rival software system 
for smart phones and is now setting 
its sights on the iPad in the market for 
tablet computers.
 Jobs’ greatest gift hasn’t been for 
invention as much his uncanny abil-
ity to anticipate what people want 
and then demand the technology be 
designed in a simple way that appeals 
to a mass market.
 “You can’t really teach that,” said 
George Haley, a business and market-
ing professor at the University of New 
Haven. “You can teach the processes, 
but not the insight. It takes a genius to 
do it right.”
Can Apple thrive without Jobs?
APPLE CEO STEVE JOBS is shown 
holding the new iPad during a product 
announcement in San Francisco. AP photo
 HOUSTON (AP) – Former President George 
H.W. Bush said Tuesday he has no regrets about 
his administration’s handling of the Gulf War, 
which began 20 years ago this week, including 
the decision pull out American forces even with a 
vanquished Saddam Hussein retaining power in 
Iraq.
 During an interview with The Associated 
Press, Bush said he is comfortable that the war is 
considered the defining moment of his presiden-
cy and is relieved the loss of American lives was 
minimal after critics warned “thousands of body 
bags” would be needed.
 Bush said the objective was always to drive 
Saddam’s forces from Kuwait, not force the Iraqi 
leader from power.
 “I don’t think we could have done anything 
differently,” Bush said. “I would have liked to see 
Saddam Hussein do himself in in some way, but 
that wasn’t our objective.”
 Bush said if he had pushed to oust or kill 
Saddam, he would have risked losing support 
from many other countries that backed the war 
after the invasion of Kuwait.
 James A. Baker III, Bush’s secretary of state, 
joined Bush in his office during the interview. 
Baker said changing the mission midstream 
would have been disastrous.
 “We would have been breaking our word to 
the rest of the world,” Baker said. “You would 
have been turning a war of liberation into a war 
of occupation.”
 Bush, Baker and other members of the admin-
istration involved in the war effort are planning 
to commemorate the anniversary of the 1991 
conf lict Thursday at Texas A&M University, 
home of Bush’s presidential library about 100 
miles northwest of Houston. Among those sched-
uled to join them were former Vice President Dan 
Quayle, then-Defense Secretary Dick Cheney, 
former Joints Chiefs Chairman Colin Powell and 
Bush’s national security advisor, Brent Scowcroft.
 The emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed 
Al-Jaber al-Sabah, was among Kuwaiti dignitaries 
scheduled to attend.
 Bush said while he runs into his former col-
leagues from time to time, the reunion would be 
a first for a close team that accomplished “a real 
pristine job of going in there, doing what we said 
we would do and then come home.”
 Notably absent would be Gen. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the coalition forces, 
whose health is preventing “a great hero” from 
attending, Bush said.
 Bush said he believed the Rev. Billy Graham 
was in the White House the night of Jan. 16, 
1991, when the air assault began. They watched 
TV coverage.
 “And we heard them say bombs were going 
off,” Bush said. “There was great apprehension 
that a lot of kids would die. And some did. But 
thank God it wasn’t near what had been predict-
ed.
 “I think any time a president has to commit 
somebody else’s son or daughter into harm’s way 
it is a tough decision. You worry about it. But we 
were convinced ... that we had to do this. We had 
to send a message we were going to enforce the 
UN resolutions and liberate the country.”
 Bush and Baker recalled the struggle to con-
vince a Democratic-controlled Congress the war 
that would be dubbed Desert Storm was the right 
decision after Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990.
 “Comments that thousands of body bags were 
being made right now, and just on and on it 
went, arguing that this was going to be a blood-
bath for many, many people,” Bush said.
 “They were beating up on us so much.” Baker 
recalled. “How can you do this? How many thou-
sands of people going to be killed? But not only 
that, how can you spend the resources of the 
country on this adventure when people are going 
hungry and our domestic situation and blah, 
blah, blah.”
 Bush said he remembered New York Sen. 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan wondering why he 
would waste “American blood on sheiks living 
in a hotel.” Baker said French President Francois 
Mitterrand responded to his pitch by asking: 
“How in the world can I spill French blood for a 
man who has 13 wives and grows roses?”
 “Democrats were saying some worse things,” 
Baker said. “But this was the first time since 
Vietnam America had gone to war in the substan-
tial way we did. And it really ended the Vietnam 
syndrome.”
 Bush and Baker said some opponents later 
would acknowledge their criticism was wrong.
 “We said what we were going to do, did it, 
took a moral message around the world, liber-
ated a country, and sent a message in the process 
that the United States was willing to use force 
way across the world, even in that part of the 
world where those countries over there thought 
we never would intervene. And I think it was a 
signature historic event.”
 “It doesn’t seem like 20 years,” Baker said.
20 years later, Bush has no regrets about Gulf War
 SALT LAKE CITY (AP) – A Utah 
polygamous family whose reality TV 
show launched a criminal bigamy 
investigation has moved out of state.
 In an e-mail to The Associated 
Press, the Washington-based attorney 
who represents the family, Jonathan 
Turley, said Kody Brown has moved 
his family of four wives and 16 kids to 
Nevada to pursue new opportunities.
 The family is featured on the TLC 
reality show “Sister Wives.” The show 
first aired in the fall and triggered an 
investigation by Lehi police into alle-
gations of bigamy.
 “There were no pending charges 
against them in Utah,” Turley wrote. 
“I see no legal reason why their family 
cannot live and continue to thrive in 
Nevada as they have in Utah.”
 Turley did not say why – or where 
in Nevada – the family had moved.
 Brown is legally married to one 
woman, Meri Brown, but also calls 
three other women his spouses: 
Janelle, Christine and Robyn. The old-
est of their children is 15.
 The family practices polygamy as 
part of its religious beliefs.
 Bigamy is a third-degree felony in 
Utah, punishable by up to five years 
in state prison, but no criminal charg-
es have been filed against the Browns. 
Under the law, a person can be found 
guilty of bigamy through cohabita-
tion, not just legal marriage contracts.
 Utah County Attorney Jeff 
Buhlman said Tuesday his office has 
not yet decided whether to charge the 
family.
 Under the law, prosecutors have 
up to four years to bring charges. 
Buhlman said the clock stops if the 
Browns move away and starts again if 
they resumes residency here.
 The family’s move won’t affect 
a decision about whether to bring 
charges, Buhlman said. Nor is the 
practice of polygamy for religious rea-
sons a factor in the decision.
 “If we receive a report from police 
that indicates that a crime has been 
committed in Utah County and there 
is evidence, we’re generally going to 
do something about it,” he said.
 It’s not clear what the Lehi police 
investigation found. A message left 
for police by The AP was not immedi-
ately returned Tuesday.
 Utah has not prosecuted a polyga-
mist for bigamy since 2001. Tom 
Green, who was married to five 
women and drew the attention of 
Utah authorities after promoting his 
lifestyle on national TV talk shows, 
was convicted on bigamy, criminal 
nonsupport and child rape charges. 
He spent six years in prison and was 
released in 2007.
 Bigamy is also illegal in Nevada. It 
is punishable by a prison term of up 
to four years and a $5,000 fine.
 Most of the estimated 38,000 
polygamists across Utah and the 
Intermountain West keep their way 
of life a secret. When their TLC show 
debuted, the Browns said they knew 
there would be risks to going public, 
but felt that for “the sake of our fam-
ily, and most importantly, our kids, 
we felt it was a risk worth taking.”
 In his e-mail, Turley said Utah 
prosecutors “showed commendable 
discretion and judgment in the case” 
and noted that state officials have 
previously said they would not pursue 
bigamy charges against polygamists 
unless there were evidence of collat-
eral crimes such as child abuse.
 Turley said the Brown family chil-
dren are “highly successful.” 
FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT George H.W. Bush 
talks, in an interview Tuesday, about the Gulf War and 
liberation of Kuwait, which began 20 years ago this 
week. 
Utah’s ‘Sister Wives’ move to Nevada
L.A. student’s concealed 
gun fires, 2 wounded
 LOS ANGELES (AP) – A gun in a 
10th-grader’s backpack accidentally 
discharged when he dropped the 
bag, wounding two students at a high 
school Tuesday, Los Angeles police 
and school authorities said.
 A 15-year-old girl was in critical 
condition with a head wound and 
a 15-year-old boy suffered a neck 
wound, said Deputy Chief Patrick 
Gannon. Both were hit with the same 
bullet.
 The student who brought the gun 
apologized before running to a class-
room, Gannon said.
 “He said, ‘I’m sorry,’ when the 
gun went off. It made it appear to 
the teacher that it was an accident,” 
Gannon said.
 The shooting occurred in a class-
room at Gardena High School, 
New era of civility 
dawns in Congress
 WASHINGTON (AP) – Born of 
bloodshed, a self-proclaimed Age 
of Civility dawned in Congress on 
Tuesday. Both sides of the House 
spoke without angry shouts and 
debated legislation to repeal the 
nation’s year-old health care law.
 By unspoken agreement, manners 
mattered, although there were few 
overt references to the reason – the 
shooting rampage in Arizona 10 days 
ago.
 House Majority Leader Eric 
Cantor, R-Va., said no directives had 
gone out to rank-and-file lawmakers 
cautioning them about their behavior 
as the House convened to debate a 
highly controversial bill.
 “We expect the debate to ensue 
along policy lines,” he said, suggest-
ing one that did not stray from the 
merits of the legislation itself.
The policy of The Utah Statesman is 
to correct any error made as soon as 
possible. If you find something you 
would like clarified or find unfair, 





Top 10 Signs There Are Too Many 
People - Jan. 14, 2011
10. You say, “Hey Jim” and everyone 
on the bus says, “Yeah?”
9. Lenscrafters now promises your 
glasses in about a month.
8. North Dakota is nearly up to 1,000 
residents.
7. By next year, phone numbers will 
have 23 digits.
6. The United States just bought 
Canada for storage.
5. At the butcher, you have to take a 
number to get in line to take a num-
ber – can you imagine???
4. Every TV show has a kid from 
Sweden in the audience.
3. Mount Rushmore now features 
four presidents and some guy named 
Chuck.
2. Can’t remember the last time 
someone wasn’t pressed up against 
your ass.
1. It took 10 writers to write this Top 
10 list.
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Biden greets China’s 
Hu as he arrives in US
 WASHINGTON (AP) – Chinese 
President Hu Jintao (hoo jihn-tow) 
has landed at Andrews Air Force base 
for a state visit to the United States. 
He was welcomed upon his arrival by 
Vice President Joe Biden and a mili-
tary color guard.
 Hu comes to the U.S. amid ten-
sions between the two world powers 
over economic, trade and security 
issues. President Barack Obama has 
arranged for Hu to be greeted with 
full pomp, complete with a state din-
ner on Wednesday. That’s a change 
from Hu’s previous visit in 2006.
 China has strategic national secu-
rity importance for the United States. 
Its trade and currency policies have 
frustrated the U.S. business commu-
nity, which sees China as huge market 
for American exports.
    The Museum of Anthropology 
hosted a presentation on current 
civil rights issues Jan. 15 in honor of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day as part 
of their Saturdays at the Museum 
series.
    “Discrimination occurs when 
one group is defined as better than 
another,” said Rachel Brighton, mul-
ticultural program coordinator for 
USU’s Access and Diversity Center.
     The presentation focused on 
King’s goal to develop the “beloved 
community.” Brighton said the goals 
of this community are to eliminate 
poverty, hunger and bigotry. This 
ideal community does not need to 
agree on everything but it strives to 
solve disputes peacefully.
    She said this community does not 
need to include every person on the 
planet but needs enough people to 
reach “critical mass” to be effective.
    “The beloved community is about 
making space for people to be them-
selves,” said presenter Maure Smith-
Benanti, the LGBTQA program 
coordinator. “There has been a lot of 
conflict between the LDS church and 
LGBTQ individuals, but the beloved 
community makes space for people 
to love who they love and believe 
what they believe.”
    Brighton said people need to 
practice “agape,” the Greek word for 
godly or unconditional love. She said 
agape does not discriminate between 
those worthy or unworthy of our 
respect.
    To illustrate that racism or apathy 
to racism is still a problem in our 
society, Brighton and Smith-Benanti 
showed a video segment from ABC 
called “Shopping while Black.” In 
this segment, three actors portray-
ing a shop clerk, a security guard 
and an African-American shopper 
stage a racial profiling incident in a 
high-end Soho boutique. The video 
recorded a few shoppers who inter-
vened; however, most shoppers were 
uncomfortable but did nothing to 
stop the obvious injustice.
    “If we have the courage to stand up 
once we will find we can do it again 
and we give others permission to do 
so, too,” Brighton said.
    Smith-Benanti said she is proud 
of her LGBTQA students because 
they recognize that LGBTQ issues 
extend to all demographics and are 
standing up for other vulnerable 
communities.
    Brighton said Love is for Everyone, 
a LGBTQA organization on campus, 
is one of the most welcoming groups 
on campus, regardless of sexual 
orientation. She also said many non-
black students are members of the 
Black Student Union. She said they 
are there to learn about different 
perspectives and make new friends.
    Brighton said members of privi-
leged groups need to acknowledge 
how privileged they are and resist 
the urge to categorize others.
    Smith-Benanti said people in 
dominant groups tend to think 
members of other groups could 
attain their privileges if they worked 
hard enough.
    Smith-Benanti and Brighton said 
they attended a presentation given 
by Utah State Court Judge Andrew 
Valdez, in which he related a story of 
being scared and out of place while 
visiting a university as a young boy. 
They said many members of the 
dominant group in the local com-
munity – Caucasian, middle-class 
Christians – grew up expecting to 
attend college and cannot relate to 
this kind of experience.
    Smith-Benanti said heterosexual 
people have difficulty understanding 
what homosexual couples experi-
ence when they simply hold hands in 
public. She said homosexual couples 
worry about upsetting or offending 
others; this experience is not some-
thing a heterosexual couple normally 
worries about.
    “I have found a lot more affirma-
tion than discrimination. People on 
campus are pretty accepting,” said 
Rachel Jaggi, a sociology senior who 
identified herself as homosexual.
    Smith-Benanti said being a mem-
ber of King’s beloved community is 
difficult but it is necessary to stand 
up to injustice and to show respect 
to everyone, because everyone has 
value.
    Lucas Martin, graduate student 
in consumer sciences, said he thinks 
the development of gangs is a 
response to the power gap discrimi-
nation creates. He said the goals of 
the beloved community are to redis-
tribute power and respect, which 
could mitigate the problem violent 
gangs present.
    “We don’t need to be an MLK or 
Nelson Mandela. We just need to 
care. Little things can change some-
one’s world,” Brighton said.
    Saturdays at the Museum is a 
program hosted by the Museum 
of Anthropology. Events are every 
Saturday through the semester and 
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Space lab develops 
infrared telescope
 The twinkling night sky has been 
an important component to civiliza-
tions throughout the world since 
ancient times with the oldest, accu-
rately dated star chart coming from 
Egypt in 1534 BC. Thanks to technol-
ogy created at Utah State University’s 
Space Dynamics Laboratory astrono-
mers of today have a better under-
standing of the sky.
 The Wide-field Infrared Survey 
Explorer (WISE) telescope was cre-
ated by SDL for NASA to take a survey 
of the sky. Launched into orbit in 
December 2009, WISE scanned the 
entire sky in infrared wavelengths 
to find the nearest and coolest stars, 
the most luminous galaxies in the 
universe and various asteroids in the 
solar system. 
 During its mission, WISE took mil-
lions of images and discovered distant 
galaxies, comets and brown dwarf 
stars, as well as 33,000 previously 
unknown asteroids. By all accounts 
the mission was a total success.
 “In my 24 years in the space indus-
try, I have never seen as unflawed a 
mission,” said John Elwell, SDL’s pro-
gram manager for the WISE instru-
ment.
 SDL manufactured the state-of-
the-art infrared instrument to scan 
the sky with far better sensitivity and 
resolution than previous space-based 
instruments. WISE captured millions 
of images and provided scientists with 
a comprehensive map of the infrared 
universe that contains hundreds of 
millions of space objects. Attendees at 
the Sunrise Session will see a series of 
images taken by WISE.
 Nineteenth-century newspaper 
mogul Joseph Pulitzer will be the focus 
of a lecture next week by the author of 
an acclaimed new biography of one of 
the most famous names in American 
press history.
 James McGrath Morris, author 
of Pulitzer: A Life in Politics, Print, 
and Power, will deliver the first 
Morris Media & Society Lecture 
of 2011 at 9 a.m., Jan. 25, in Eccles 
Science Learning Center room 046. 
The lecture, sponsored by the USU 
Journalism & Communication 
Department, is free and the public is 
invited.
 Morris spent five years research-
ing and writing the first biography of 
Pulitzer, whose newspaper wars with 
William Randolph Hearst helped 
mold both the American press and 
American politics at the end of the 
19th century.
 Like Alfred Nobel, Pulitzer is better 
known today for the prize that bears 
his name than for his contribution 
to history. Yet, in nineteenth-century 
industrial America, while Carnegie 
provided the steel, Rockefeller the oil, 
Morgan the money, and Vanderbilt 
the railroads, Pulitzer ushered in the 
modern mass media.
 Morris is a former journalist who 
also worked in book publishing and 
the magazine business. His writing 
has appeared in The Washington 
Post, The New York Observer, The 
Baltimore Sun, Wilson Quarterly and 
other publications. He is editor of the 
monthly Biographer’s Craft and author 
of two previous books.
English professors 
to speak in series
 The English Department Speaker 
Series kicks off the new year 
with Associate Vice President for 
Research Joyce Kinkead, who will 
present on her book Undergraduate 
Research in English Studies.  The 
talk will take place in the Haight 
Alumni Center at noon on Thursday, 
Jan. 20.
   Kinkead is the first of five 
speakers this semester. Light 
refreshments served.  Join us for 
future lectures by Paul Crumbley 
(Feb. 3 at noon); Steven Shively (Feb. 
23 at 12:30); Fife Folklore Speaker 
John McDowell (Mar. 29 at 1:30); 
and Christine Cooper-Rompato 
(TBA).
Morris to present 
on changing media
Museum confronts discrimination issues
By ROUCHELLE BROCKMAN
staff writer
 It’s a tale of North and South; race, religion, cul-
tures and economic status drive the two halves of this 
country apart. Although the CPA says efforts must 
be made to bring Sudan into a democratic, unified 
nation, Gatkuoth also said the vision is conditional. He 
said his mentor and the former president of Southern 
Sudan, Dr. John Garang de Mabior, said if unity is not 
achieved, then secede.
 Gatkuoth joined the rebellion against the North in 
1984. He was a soldier for the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army until 1991.
 “I was illiterate until 1989,” he said. “I didn’t go to 
school. When I joined the rebellion in 1984 I didn’t 
know how to read or write. We managed to be taught by 
senior commanders who knew how.”
 He came to the U.S. to further his education, first 
at Concordia University Wisconsin, and then the 
University of Maryland College Park, where he received 
a Bachelor of Arts in criminology and criminal justice.
 Gatkuoth said the North will not let the South 
secede willingly. Southern Sudan is rich in resources, 
and it is the North’s livelihood. Many northerners oper-
ate businesses in Southern Sudan.
 In spite of the odds, Gatkuoth remains optimistic 
about a peaceful divorce. The whole world is on the side 
of the South, he said, and the North has no choice but to 
let it secede.
 A major issue is oil and determining the border 
between the two countries. Gatkuoth said the United 
Kingdom has colonial maps that could help determine 
where North Sudan ends and South Sudan begins.
 “The border has been moving southward since oil 
was discovered,” he said.
 A major oil pipeline runs from the south to the 
north, where the refineries are. Northern Sudan has 
traditionally run the show in that country, and loss of 
income from oil and minerals won’t make the separa-
tion easy.
 “If you look at it, the oil is in the South, and the pipe-
line is going north. We are a landlocked country. So we 
need the pipeline, but they need the oil,” Gatkuoth said.
 Abyei is another consideration as the South moves 
toward independence. It is a region in the central part 
of Sudan where Arab herdsmen and the largest black 
African tribe in Sudan live. The pipeline runs through 
this region. The disputed land could be a roadblock to 
peaceful separation, because of escalating violence, and 
fingers of blame are pointed on both sides.
 “We were forced into this marriage by the ruling 
powers of the time,” Gatkuoth said.
 When asked about the future country’s role in the 
conflict in the Eastern region of Darfur, Gatkuoth said 
the world must come together to make peace. The death 
toll since conflict started in 2003 is unknown, but it is 
estimated that at least two million people are displaced.
 Carson Ward, a sophomore in finance, served an 
LDS mission to the Congo, and said he met many refu-
gees from the Sudan in Africa.
 “All were hopeful that one day their country could 
be better, and (they) can return,” Ward said. “As for a 
peaceful divorce, it’s pretty hard to find peace.”
 Utah State was one of many universities and colleges 
Gatkuoth spoke to last week, before heading to New 
York to meet with the United Nations on Monday. He 
said the students’ response is overwhelming, and people 
want to know how to help Sudan.
 Gatkuoth will be Southern Sudan’s ambassador to 
the U.S. when North and South Sudan officially split, 
which may begin in July.
 Although referred to as South Sudan now, that could 
change. Gatkuoth said the name of their new country is 
in debate. South Sudan is in consideration, but so is the 
Kush – or Cush – Republic, and the Nile Republic.
 “When your wife is pregnant, you wait to name it 
until after it is born,” he said in an interview.
– la.stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu
EZEKIEL GATKUOTH
Gatkuoth: Ambassador hopeful about Sudan’s future  
 -continued from page 1
RACHEL BRIGHTON, multicultural program coordinator and Maure Smith-
Benanti, the LGBTQA program coordinator, both spoke on discrimination in the 
anthropology museum’s Saturday event highlighting civil rights in honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. ARMEN HOVSEPYAN photo
Art: Week hosts unveiling of Utah’s largest ice sculpture
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Theatre Steve Peterson, and Pam Coats, independent 
consultant with Digital Domain Wes. Both Peterson 
and Coats have extensive backgrounds in the arts. 
Peterson was most recently seen on stage as an actor 
in the role of Edna Turnblad in Hairspray. Coats’ 
worked as head of the creative development depart-
ment for Disney Animation, where she helped produce 
“Mulan”, “Lilo and Stitch,” “Treasure Planet,” “Brother 
Bear,” “Dinosaur,” “Tarzan” and “The Emperor’s New 
Groove,” to name a few.
 Wednesday’s Raising Caine concert will be per-
formed by faculty, staff and students, including Jessop.
 “It is going to be a farce,” he said. “Think of hasty 
pudding.”
 Following the performance will be the unveiling 
of Utah’s largest ice sculpture, Electrifies, created by 
John Simpson. The sculpture will be figures of blocks 
with “Caine College of the Arts” etched in the middle. 
Electrifies will be illuminated following Raising Caine.
 A halftime dance will be performed by CCA fac-
ulty, staff and students during the Utah State Men’s 
Basketball game that evening.
 When asked for more details about the perfor-
mance, Jessop said, “I am not going to tell you what the 
performance is going to entail. Let’s just say it will be 
a riot. This will be something you don’t want to miss 
because Big Blue is going to appear in a wonderful cos-
tume, and yes, I will be there.”
 The gala Friday night will entail performances from 
members of the music theater, an exhibition from art 
and interior design, and will be honoring three out-
standing seniors from each department.
 A special tribute will also be given to Kathryn Caine 
Wanlass and Manon Caine Russell, the two daughters 
of Marie Eccles Caine.
 “We have special portraits of the two sisters com-
missioned and they will be unveiled at the gala, Jessop 
said. “This will be the start of the Founders Hall for the 
Caine College of the Arts.”
 The artist, Heidi Darley, also painted the portrait of 
Norma Eccles Jones that is on display in the Education 
Building.
 “One of the purposes of this particular Arts Week is 
to honor the founders of the college, the Caine family,” 
Jessop said.
 Dinner and a show will end the week with the 
revived performance of the Old Lyric Rapporteur’s 
Complete Works of Shakespeare. “It is a huge farce for 
three actors,” Jessop said. “The show will start at 2 in 
the Caine Lyric Theatre and then we will go to the Blue 
Bird Cafe and have dinner.” The dinner and perfor-
mance combination will cost $20, or $15 for just the 
show.
 “A lot of events are ongoing,” Jessop said, “such as 
the art exhibition, one-act plays, selling T-shirts at the 
Fine Arts Center, and the CCA Buskers performances.”
 The Buskers, Jessop said, are Caine College of the 
Arts music students that will be performing with a 
variety of instruments in various buildings throughout 
campus.
 Dewey said Arts Week gives the art students an 
opportunity to express their creative abilities in a vari-
ety of ways.
 “This is an opportunity for us to create unique artis-
tic experiences that might not fit into the regular annu-
al programming,” Dewey said. “In the music depart-
ment we are having a lot of fun, planning concerts that 
feature both students and faculty; concerts that include 
a great mix of styles and more comedic elements than 
normal.”
 Caitlin Barney, a USU senior majoring in music 
therapy, said, “This dedicated week will give USU stu-
dents a peek into the art scene on campus. Not only will 
it be fun, but it is very important to be educated about 
many other fields of study that are not your own. It 
makes up the well-rounded individuals we are training 
to become.”
 Jessop said, “This is our first arts week marking our 
first year as a college. We wanted to build a tradition for 
the college and for the university.”
– kayla.barclay@usu.edu
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and they eat on the run but they’re not actually taking time to 
take care of themselves.”
 The winners of both contests will each receive a $250 rent 
credit toward their student housing. Other prizes include 
a weekend snowshoeing vacation donated by the Outdoor 
Recreation Center, water bottles, water filters, gift certificates 
to Lee’s Marketplace and a bicycle for a children’s fitness chal-
lenge. Funding for the rent credit will be provided from USU’s 
general housing budget, while other prizes will come from 
MASA’s activity budget.
 Attendee Monica Carlson said she appreciated Keel’s speech 
and MASA’s fitness contests. Carlson, a graduate student in psy-
chology, lives in Aggie Village. She attended the event with her 
4-year-old daughter and 5-month-old son.
 “I thought it would be a good chance for us to, as a family, 
encourage each other to improve our health and get motivated,” 
Carlson said. “We had actually thought of maybe trying to do 
‘Biggest Loser’ among our family, but that kind of never took 
off, and so to have something like this gives us that push that 
we’ve been needing.”
– steve.kent@aggiemail.usu.edu
Loser: Student who sheds the 
most weight will receive free rent 
 -continued from page  1
EMILY PERRY, A YOGA INSTRUCTOR for Campus Recreation’s Fitness Passport Program, 
helps a participant in one of her classes perfect the pose downward facing dog. She will lead the free 
yoga class offered during the Health and Wellness Expo on Thursday. Photo courtesy CAROLINE SHUGART
Expo: Event helps students stay healthy on budget
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throughout the day,” Shugart 
said. “Hopefully they will learn 
more about their bodies and 
want to protect it.”
 Shugart said students are 
on a budget, which can make it 
hard to buy healthy food. She 
said the “food products” stu-
dents buy create consequences 
for their bodies like not being 
able to concentrate and a high-
er risk of becoming sick.
 “When you are on a limited 
budget I totally understand,” 
Shugart said, “but students 
need to feed their beautiful 
bodies with what it needs. It 
needs 30-60 minutes of activ-
ity, to drink water and eat 
whole grains. Those habits 
won’t just get them through 
January, it will get them 
through the rest of their lives 
and the competition for junk 
food.”
 Having a healthy body 
physically isn’t the only reason 
students should pay attention 
to their habits, Barfuss said. 
Mental health disorders like 
depression and insomnia are 
increasing, he said, and this 
expo will be a resource for stu-
dents to learn more about the 
risks and ways to get help.
 “Students know themselves 
best and we just want to offer 
them help and give them a 
chance to reach out and know 
what the resources are. Our 
main goal for the booths are to 
get people to know what is out 
there to help them,” Barfuss 
said.
 The Health and Wellness 
Expo is sponsored by the Be 
Well program as well as the 
employee wellness program 
and department of human 
resources. Businesses in the 
community like the hospital 
and Logan city recycling will 
be included as well, Shugart 
said.
 “We have leveraged our 
resources and everything on 
campus that promotes health 
has asked to come participate,” 
Shugart said.
 Barfuss said in the past, 
each separate entity has done 
their own health expo but this 
year they wanted to collaborate 
because their “goals are all 
the same, have focus on the 
students, but on the faculty as 
well.”
 Faculty participation is a 
big goal this year, Shugart said, 
to help them realize there are 
options for them on campus as 
well.
 “We allow people to be flex-
ible, if they can’t exercise at 
noon, they can do it anytime. 
We want to let employees know 
of their options so there will be 
a booth with information for 
them to look at,” Shugart said.
 Shugart said she hopes this 
year will be ‘bigger and better 
than ever” and students will 
feel motivated to come out and 
learn how they can improve 
their lives.
 “Knowledge is key,” she 
said, “and when you learn all of 
these things about your body 
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Let them chew gum: A week of the arts
 The word is out, and students around 
the university can participate. Utah State’s 
f irst “Celebration of the Arts” week is in full 
swing. A f lood of events is scheduled all week 
to celebrate the new Caine College of the Arts, 
including concerts, exhibitions, public art 
participation and galas.
 In addition to singular events and perfor-
mances, there will be opportu-
nities open to the community. 
Such opportunities include the 
Paint by Gum Wall mural and 
the Evening of One Acts.
 Painting by Gum was an idea 
conceived by graduate student 
Brian Cook. Cook has adapted 
his own version of Vincent 
Van Gogh’s “Wheatfield with 
Cypresses” and will complete 
the piece by using a chewing 
gum facade in place of paint. 
Tuesday marked the beginning 
of the project as CCA’s dean, 
Craig Jessop, put the first piece 
of gum on the wall at 8 a.m.
 “I think it’s going to be a 
unique and fun way to bring the college 
together,” said Claire Burnett, a junior in 
music performance. “We’re going to create 
a piece of art that allows us to be a part of 
something bigger, that will outlast us as stu-
dents at this university.”
 Anyone interested in participating is 
invited to come to Rock Lobby in the Chase 
Fine Arts Center, all week between 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Gum can be your own, but pieces will 
also be provided by the CCA.
 The Evening of One Acts is a student-pro-
duced, designed, directed and acted produc-
tion. It serves as the final project for theatre 
students enrolled in Advanced Directing, a 
smaller class of seven individuals, who each 
select a one-act play to direct, cast and pro-
duce.
 The directors work alongside a faculty 
advisor, this year the assistant department 
head Adrianne Moore, and advance design 
students to create a collaborative project of 
theatre.
 “For me, directing is straightforward,” said 
Liz Gabbitas, advanced directing student, 
who is directing “Zoo Story.” “I read a script, 
it captures my imagination, it comes alive in 
my head, and I decide to make the vision a 
reality.  From that point, it’s just a matter of 
communication between myself, the actors, 
the designers, the stage manager, and every-
one else involved in the pro-
duction.”
 Once the shows are cast, 
directors rehearse and put the 
show through its paces until 
opening night, which was. 
Four short shows were per-
formed: “Zoo Story,” “WASP,” 
“Walkin’ Backwards” and 
“Sailor’s Song.” Those same 
four shows will be performed 
through Wednesday, at which 
point a new set of shows will 
take the Black Box stage. 
“Self Torture,” “Strenuous 
Exercise,” “Laundry and 
Bourbon” and “No Exit” will 
perform Jan. 20 through Jan. 
22.
 “The experience is really worth it,” said 
Jared Rounds, student director of “Sailor’s 
Song.” “It’s like seeing your child grow up and 
become a functioning, responsible adult. My 
favorite part is seeing it all coming together 
in the end and having a show I can be proud 
of.”
 “It’s a wonderful feeling to see your vision 
in its completion and to share it with your 
audience.” said Gabbitas. “Even when your 
audience is only a class of 20, it’s always worth 
it.”
 “I would absolutely recommend seeing the 
other shows.” Rounds said. “There are a great 
variety of shows to see this year and they’re all 
very well done.”
– jess.wallace@aggiemail.usu.edu
THE CAINE COLLEGE OF THE ARTS began Arts Week with two events running all week long. 
Students can stop and participate in the Paint By Gum wall mural (above) or attend the Evening of One 
Acts (below) which runs every night in the black box theater. STERLING BOIN photos
By JESS WALLACE
staff writer
Hispanic engineers network through their club
 Everyone wants to feel they belong. People group together 
in accordance to things they have in common and form bonds 
of friendship and loyalty. Such is the case with the Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers (SHPE).  
 “In spring 2009 we were only four students,” said Omar 
Castillo, the current president of the Utah State chapter of SHPE. 
“Now we are 43 members. This is how much support we have 
been obtaining.”
 Castillo said SHPE-USU has ranked 21st for its membership 
growth among other chapters in the nation this semester.
 “I would like to highlight that this would never be possible 
without the teamwork of our members,” he said. “They are the 
most responsible for our great success.”
 According to SHPE’s official website, The Society of Hispanic 
Professional Engineers was founded in Los Angeles, Calif., in 
1974 by a group of engineers employed by the city of Los Angeles. 
Their objective was to form a national organization of profession-
al engineers to serve as role models in the Hispanic community.
 Castillo said the SHPE has helped its members grow in profes-
sionalism for their future careers and learn from other successful 
professionals in their desired fields. A lot of the chapters’ current 
success can be traced back to their new leadership and the reorga-
nization he said has been put into place for SHPE.
 Castillo’s leadership has focused primarily on three objectives 
this year: The national conference, the NASA Space Science day 
and an improvement in structural organization.
 “The National Conference happened in Cinccinatti, Ohio, at 
the end of October and it was a terrific success,” Castillo said. 
“This time we were able to bring 24 members compared to last 
year when we only had 11 members. 
 At the SHPE conference, a lot of our members had the chance 
to take advantage of technical and leadership workshops and also 
had the chance to get interviews with the top companies in the 
nation like Turner Construction, Delta Airlines, Goldman Sachs, 
Fluor, Cargill Engineering and others.”
 In addition, Castillo said SHPE-USU took first place in the 
Academic Olympiad in the region, beating BYU, The University 
of New Mexico, University of Colorado at Boulder, University of 
Colorado and others. He said SHPE-USU also took fourth place 
in the Academic Olympiad nationwide, beating out schools like 
Penn State, Texas A&M and UCLA.
 In addition to the victories the chapter has had at conferences, 
it is also currently in the process of expanding its efforts to high 
schools in the area.
 “We’re calling it the NASA Space Science Day, or NSSD,” 
Castillo said. “SHPE-USU has prepared a proposal and submitted 
it to NASA looking for sponsorship for the NSSD.”
 Castillo said the audience of the event will include students 
from high school and middle school. The main purpose of the 
event is to inspire minorities to pursue careers related to the 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) field 
through workshops, key notes speakers and educational enter-
tainment. He said there is a high possibility that astronauts from 
NASA could be delivering speeches.
 Eliot Cuduco, SHPE-USU’s public relations chairperson, said 
many exciting things are coming together through SHPE-USU. 
While the goal of the organization is to encourage and develop 
Hispanic professionals, the benefits are not limited to that partic-
ular minority or even to engineers.
 “I totally encourage non-engi-
neering students, from any ethnic 
background, to attend any of the 
meetings,” Cuduco said, “because 
SHPE is not only a place for engi-
neering.” 
 It is also a place to develop pro-
fessionals of any field by motivating 
students to discover and improve 
leadership and communication 
skills that are very valuable in the 
job market, and also, SHPE is a 
good way to create a network of 
professionals that might be very 
helpful in the future as profes-
sional.”
 Castillo said SHPE can provide 
the benefits of powerful networking.
 “Personally, I have never met with so many important people,” 
he said. “I keep in touch with professors, NASA representatives … 
. At the SHPE conference I had the opportunity to meet with the 
U.S. ambassador to the Dominican Republic. This is the powerful 
networking that SHPE offers.”
 More than the guidance SHPE has provided to so many stu-
dents over the years and across the nation, Castillo said there is 
the  great bond of friendship that has formed between its mem-
bers and the community. This organization has become so much 
more, it has become a family.
 “My favorite part of SHPE is that there I was provided with 
the tools that helped me to grow as a person and as professional,” 
Castillo said. “There is not a better feeling when you know that 
you work in an organization to help others and get the skills that 
will help you to be outstanding and more competitive for the 
workforce.”
 For further information on SHPE, e-mail shpeusu@gmail.
com.
– jess.wallace@aggiemail.usu.edu
THE SOCIETY OF HISPANIC Professional Engineers aims to give USU students opportunities to network with top companies and 
organizations such as NASA. If hired, engineers may help with designs such as this Boeing Phantom Ray, which is located on top of the NASA 
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“Private Practice” star 
celebrates Arts Week
 Audra McDonald, four-time Tony Award 
winning singer and actress, joins in the 
Celebration of the Arts Week at Utah State 
University Friday, Jan. 21, for the Grand Gala in 
the Kent Concert Hall.  
 The Grand Gala is part of the Caine College 
of the Arts’ “Celebration of the Arts” week at 
USU.
 McDonald maintains a successful television 
career acting as Dr. Naomi Bennett in the hit 
ABC television series “Private Practice.” She also 
earned an Emmy nomination for her role in the 
made-for-television movie version of “A Raisin 
in the Sun” on ABC.
 “She is a stunning artist with one of the most 
beautiful voices ever heard,” said Craig Jessop, 
dean of the Caine College of the Arts. “Her 
unbelievable talent is something I’m so excited 
to share with this community, and she is, with-
out a doubt, one of the best professionals I have 
ever worked with. She is a true friend to this col-
lege.”
 The Grand Gala also features the talents of 
students and faculty from the Caine College of 
the Arts. Vocal, instrumental and theatrical tal-
ents will be shared as well as aspects of dance, 
art and cinematography. 
 The evening of glitz, glam and world-class 
entertainment honoring Marie Eccles Caine, 
Manon Caine Russell and Kathryn Caine 
Wanlass begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Kent Concert 
Hall of USU’s Chase Fine Arts Center. Tickets 
are $10 general admission and free for USU stu-
dents with ID.
 McDonald, soprano, earned an unprec-
edented three Tony Awards before the age of 
30 (“Carousel,” “Master Class” and “Ragtime”) 
and a fourth in 2004 (“A Raisin in the Sun”). 
McDonald is frequently compared to legendary 
performers such as Judy Garland and Barbra 
Streisand. 
BY USU MEDIA RELATIONS
BROADWAY AND TELEVISION STAR 
Audra McDonald, joins in the Celebration of the 
Arts Week at Utah State University Friday, Jan. 
21, for the Grand Gala in the Kent Concert Hall. 
Performance time is 7:30 p.m. photo courtesy USU 
MEDIA RELATIONS
 In the 2010-11 season, McDonald joined Alan 
Gilbert, Yo-Yo Ma, Gil Shaham, Emanuel Ax and 
the New York Philharmonic for a gala concert 
celebrating the 120th anniversary of Carnegie 
Hall, which will also be televised nationally on 
PBS. 
 McDonald opened the 2008-09 season of the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic with a gala concert at 
-See ARTIST, page 7
 Do the world’s worst humans make the 
world’s best judges? Up until now, that’s 
been the thinking behind “American 
Idol,” home of the original mean judge 
Simon Cowell. Over the past nine seasons, 
the smug Brit with the snug V-necks has 
become famous for comparing one contes-
tant to “a cat being thrown off a skyscrap-
er,” telling another, “Don’t mean to be rude, 
but you look like the Hulk’s wife,” reducing 
dozens of hopefuls to their worst “ugly cry” 
– and propelling the show to the No. 1 spot 
in the process.
 But Cowell won’t be back for the 10th 
season, which premieres Wednesday, and 
“Idol” producer Nigel Lythgoe has been 
suggesting that the show will be less caus-
tic without him. He recently told Emmy 
Magazine, “If you like people being mean to 
people, you’ll miss it.” 
 True enough, a preview of the coming 
season finds new judges Steven Tyler and 
Jennifer Lopez hugging contestants before 
they even audition. Moved by the perfor-
mance of a mother with a special-needs 
child, Lopez weeps openly. Sure, Tyler 
makes one contestant cry – but, as he puts 
it, they’re “tears of joy, baby.”
 All of which has fans wondering: Have 
we entered the age of a kinder, gentler 
“Idol”? And if so, can the show still thrive 
without a mean judge?
 Toby Young isn’t so sure. The British 
writer and former “Top Chef” mean judge 
says he thinks it’s a mistake to encourage 
judges to play nice. “
 We enjoy watching other people suffer,” 
he says. “It was true of the Romans and it’s 
true of us. Reality TV is the 21st-century 
equivalent of the gladiatorial arena.”
 There’s some scientific evidence to 
support that idea. A few years after “Idol” 
first premiered, Steven Reiss, a psychology 
professor at Ohio State University, surveyed 
239 adults to find out why they watched 
reality TV.
 “We found that people who have a 
higher-than-average need for status – a 
need to feel important – were more likely to 
watch, presumably because the shows proj-
ect status values like popularity, wealth and 
attention-seeking,” he says. “If a contestant 
is really stinking it up performance-wise, 
audience members with a high need for 
power will want to see the person judged 
poorly, perhaps even humiliated.”
 When a judge plays the bad cop, audi-
ences may also be more likely to perceive 
him as an expert. “By advertising that the 
show isn’t going to be as mean, they might 
be losing their professional credibility,” says 
Robert Thompson, a professor of TV and 
pop culture at Syracuse University. “It’s not 
as meaningful to get a compliment from 
someone who’s always nice. In past seasons, 
you’d see people running out of the (judg-
ing) room saying, ‘Simon loved me!’ Simon 
was always the one people cared about, 
because he was the hardest one to get.”
 Thompson points out that, as a British 
unknown looking for American fame, 
Cowell used meanness as a savvy PR move 
– one that wouldn’t work for Lopez or Tyler. 
 “Outside of the music industry, no one 
in the United States knew who Simon was 
until he started making nasty comments 
during the first season promotions for the 
show,” he says. “Being mean was what made 
him a celebrity. But Stephen Tyler and 
Jennifer Lopez are already celebrities. They 
have their cultural equity to protect.”
 For Young, it’s no accident that so many 
U.K. imports – including himself, Cowell, 
Lythgoe (“So You Think You Can Dance”), 
and Piers Morgan (“America’s Got Talent”) 
– are more willing to play the mean judge 
than Americans. “
 You guys love casting Brits as villains,” 
he says. “It reminds you of when America 
was a British colony, and it enables you 
to perpetuate the myth that you’re plucky 
little underdogs with right on your side. 
That’s far more palatable than thinking of 
America as an overbearing, imperial power, 
throwing its weight around on the world 
stage.”
 Morgan recently offered a different 
explanation: Perhaps we equate meanness 
with honesty. “
 There is kind of a belief amongst 
Americans, true or not, that the Brits are 
perhaps a little more blunt and more to the 
point,” he told TV Guide.
Can the new Idol judges be kind?
By MELLISA MAERTZ
Los Angeles Times
AMERICAN IDOL WILL SOON begin its 10th season, and will kick the season off with two new judges. Steven Tyler and Jennifer 
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My heartfelt predictions for this year
 “Time flies.” 
It seems every-






 I just don’t 
see the logic. I personally don’t feel time 
moves at an abnormally quick rate just 
because I glance over at my calendar and, 
HOLY CRAP! IT’S 2011 ALREADY!
 All right, so maybe time does fly after all. 
At times the adage is true that life seems to 
move so fast that it can be easy to miss some 
of the world’s most memorable events.
 Is this reality-base phenomenon possible 
to avoid? Yes, but we all know it’s going to 
happen, so for that reason I’ve decided to 
make it easier on the student body and give 
you my heart-felt predictions for 2011, (and 
by “heart-felt” I mean “thought-of-this-morn-
ing-while-eating-frosted-shredded-wheat”). 
Here you have it in five simple categories.
1. News – The world of news is going 
to experience a myriad of head-spinning 
changes in 2011, with more twists and turns 
than are physically imaginable.
 Okay, so in reality pretty much nothing is 
going to change. The grass will still be green, 
our president will still look like Sam the 
Eagle from the Muppets and the Middle East 
will be filled with more hatred than “Jersey 
Shore” brute Pauly D after a few spiked 
Hawaiian Punches.
 I truly only predict two major changes. 
First, in an effort to force Wisconsin to 
secede from the union, there will be a major 
tax on cheese, leading to the extremist 
“Cheese Party,” laden with people in yellow 
zootsuits and signs that say “Give me BRIE-
dom or give me death!” Second, a World 
War will ensue, each side of militia based 
solely on what side of their toast they prefer 
their butter to be spread.
 2. Sports – The sporting world will see a 
massive reformation. Over half of the ath-
letes in all sports will be banned from com-
petition due to failed drug tests dawned by 
the discovery of a natural steroids in nectar-
ines, grapes and most flavors of Newman’s 
Own salad dressing.
 As far as winners and losers, the Lakers 
will win the NBA title, and Houston will win 
the NCAA basketball championship when 
Hakeem Olajuwon somehow rejoins the 
team. The Philadelphia Phillies will defy all 
odds when their juggernaut pitching rotation 
somehow wins two World Series titles in the 
same year. Rafael Nadal, for the third straight 
year, will win the award for “most dangerous 
man with a headband,” and Tiger Woods, in 
an act that silences all critics, will announce 
he is an avid fan of “Phineas and Ferb.”
 3. Entertainment – Mass celebrations 
will flood the streets, cheers and fireworks 
abroad, when singer Ke$ha’s parents finally 
decide to ground her. The well-anticipated 
return of The Backstreet Boys and New Kids 
on the Block will be a smashing hit, until both 
bands lose credibility when they comment in 
a pop-culture magazine that they are “Bigger 
than Moses.” 
 Johnny Depp will star in eight movies only 
viewed by women over the age of 36 and 
the small screen world will fall on its ear with 
the premiere of a new hit TV show “Table,” 
consisting completely of 14 episodes of John 
Krazinski eating a waffle.
 4. Things that are awesome – Outside 
of the star-studded release of “Psych: On 
Broadway!” we will see several awesome 
things in 2011, namely mole-hair extensions, 
the opening of fried chicken buffets, jet-pro-
pelled Segway scooters and Iowa naming 
the Snuggie their state blanket. The only 
thing keeping the year from piling higher in 
awesomeness: the return of pogs.
 And finally…
 5. Everyone’s favorite columnist – And 
no, I’m not talking about Statesman music 
columnist Colin Mitchell, I am speaking, 
of course, of myself. By the end of 2011, 
Steve Schwartzman, though shocking to 
most readers, will most likely still be single, 
a mix of insanity and huskiness (I call it “hus-
kanity”) and probably will still be 5-foot-9. 
But keep an eye out for my soon-to-be mag-
nificent YouTube series. I have no idea what 
it will be about, or who will be involved, but 
it will be entitled “Adventures in Ping Pong.” 
Coming soon!
 And there we have it. Here’s to a fantabu-
lous 2011, and if you feel these predictions 
will take a differing route, well ... enjoy being 
wrong. If you still think I’m wrong, then we’ll 




Just a few 
laughs
Information gathered by Joshua Butts 
“Getting enough 
sleep and exer-






“Oh man. It’s to do 
better in school this 
semester because I 
really struggled a 
bit last semester.”
        
 – Sydney Zaugg, 
freshman
undeclared
What was your New Year’s Resolution?
“To do really, real-
ly well in school 
this year.”
  
– Becca Huckstep, 
freshman
dietetics
“I’m going to read 
my scriptures 
EVERY DAY!!”




Disney Hall, celebrating Esa-
Pekka Salonen’s final season as 
music director. 
 Her most recent record-
ings are Kurt Weill’s “The 
Rise and Fall of the City of 
Mahagonny”– winner of two 
2009 Grammy Awards – and 
a new studio recording of 
Rodgers and  Hammerstein’s 
“Allegro,” released on the Sony 
MasterWorks Broadway label.
 In addition to McDonald’s 
musical performance, program 
contents include works such as 
“Green Eggs and Ham” from 
“Seussical the Musical,” the 
“Celebrate the “Art” film, “The 
Clumsy Lover,” an excerpt 
from “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,” “Ride the Chariot,” 
“Age of Innocence,” “Allegro 
ma non troppo” from Piano 
Concerto No. 3, “Moon River” 
and presentations for out-
standing seniors of the CCA. 
 For more information about 
Celebration of the Arts or for 
tickets to the Grand Gala, visit 
the college website (http;//arts.
usu.edu). 
Artist: Performs this Friday
   -continued from page 6
Get to know 
Audra
• Earned 3 Tony 
Awards by age 30
• Often compared 
to Judy Garland and 
Barbara Streisand 
• Performed in 
“Shakespeare in the 
Park”
• Attended Julliard 
School of Vocal 
Music
• Released her first 
solo album in 2006
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No Waiting List.  Enroll Now! 
Career Job Placement/Counseling Services 
Scholarships and Financial Aid Available For Those Who Qualify 
LPN-to-RN/ASN in just 8 months, RN/ASN in just 16 months 
Over 100-Years Combined Nursing/Nursing Education Experience 
5:1 Student-to-Clinical Instructor Ratio 
Experienced Faculty With High Student Success Rates on Licensure 
Exams (NCLEX® RN and NCLEX® PN)  
Nursing Program, RN (ASN) With LPN Exit Options 
8
T H E  B E S T  O F  T H E  B E S T
L o g a n’s  P r e m i e r  S t u d e n t  A p a r t m e n t s . . . a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  c a m p u s
Clarksburg ·∙ 677 East 600 North
For Clarksburg,  Bre slaw,  Stoneleigh,  and Hillside 
Manor call  Darla                  
www.cbsapar tments . com
Breslaw ·∙ 679 East 600 North
Stoneleigh ·∙ 675 East 600 NorthHillside Manor ·∙ 676 East 600 North
!
A c c e p t i n g  A p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  S u m m e r  a n d  N e x t  S c h o o l  Y e a r
!
For Edinburgh and Highlander call  Dennis
Highlander ·∙ 720 North 700 East Edinburgh ·∙ 710 North 700 East
!!
www.utahstatesman.com
The registrar’s office would like 
to remind everyone that Jan. 21 
is the last day for tuition and fee 
payment before the registration 
purge on Jan. 22-23.  Jan. 24 will 
then be open registration and 
the last day to receive a 100 per-
cent refund.
Fine Arts Week! Activity daily 
from Jan. 18 - 22.  Come join 
in on the activities such as the 
Paint-by-Gum Wall Mural, Arts 
Market and An Evening of One 
Acts production. More informa-
tion published online and ban-
ners throughout campus.
Books and Buddies event 
Jan. 19 at Watkins Printing, 
110 W 1200 South in Logan 
from 4 p.m. to 5:30 pm.  This 
event is co-sponsored by USU 
Aggie CARE and the Child 
Care Resource and Referral 
Bridgerland Region.  This 
free event is provided to help 
promote literacy in the valley.  
There are free activities for the 
children to participate in as well 
as each child will receive a free 
book.  Check out www.usu.edu/
aggiecare for our next location 
in the community.
Come to the Wellness Expo 
where interactive booths, dis-
plays, and health screenings 
will be available to help make 
your New Year’s resolutions a 
success!  Jan. 20 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
TSC 2nd floor. Find out more 
information about nutrition, fit-
ness, relaxation, sustainability, 
and financial health. As part 
of the USU Wellness Expo and 
Benefits fair, come enjoy a free 
viewing of the movie Supersize 
Me Thursday, Jan. 20.  This 
event will begin at 1 p.m. in 
the TSC Auditorium, and crisp 
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Strange Brew • Peter Deering
Flight Deck • Peter WaldnerYou need to know....
- Arts Week, Caine College of the Arts
- USU Powder Wagon, TSC parking lot, 8 
a.m.
- Books and Buddies, Watkins Printing, 4 
p.m.
- True Aggie Night, Block “A”, Midnight
- Arts Week, Caine College of the 
Arts
- Tuition and Fee Payment Due
- Men’s Tennis at Texas A&M, 10 a.m.
- Taste of Downtown Logan, 5 p.m.
-Women’s Gymnastics at San Jose 
State, 7 p.m.
- USU Hockey vs. Boise State, 7 p.m.
- Track, Washington State 
Invitational
- Arts Week, Caine College of the Arts
- Wellness Expo, TSC 2nd floor, 10 
a.m.
- Weight Watcher Class, TSC 335, 11:45
- Women’s Basketball at Louisiana 
Tech, 6 p.m.
- Men’s Basketball vs. Louisiana Tech, 
7 p.m.
Today’s Issue
Today is Wednesday, Jan. 
19, 2011. Today’s issue 
of The Utah Statesman 
is published especially 
for Brooke Rice, a junior 
majoring in communica-
tive disorders and deaf 
education from Pleasant 
Grove, Utah.
Weather
High: 33° Low: 9°
Skies: Snow 
showers
Today in History: In 
2007, Beijing, China, 
gets its first drive-
through McDonald’s 
restaurant. The open-
ing ceremony for the 
new two-story fast-
food eatery, located 
next to a gas station, 
included traditional 
Chinese lion dancers 
and a Chinese Ronald 
McDonald. 
Almanac
 If you are interested in run-
ning for a position in ASUSU, be 
sure to pick up your packet and 
get your creative mind spinning. 
We are distributing packets early 
this year at the TSC room 326. 
Elections will be held Feb. 22-25. 
Anyone interested in being on the 
Elections Committee is welcome to 
visit TSC 333. 
  Come Join the Annual Polar 
Plunge at Hyrum Dam. Proceeds 
go to benefit Special Olympics 
Utah and our very own Aggie 
Special Olympics Team. There will 
be plunges  Friday, Jan. 22 and 
Saturday, Jan. 23. Registration is 
$25 a person, register at www.
sout.org/polarplunge, or on site 
the day of. Phone: 4357647513
 Stokes Nature Center invites 
curious toddlers, ages 2-3, to join 
them for Parent Tot from 10-11 
a.m., Jan. 21. Explore animals, 
plants, and nature through music, 
crafts, and games. This program 
is parent interactive, and all tod-
dlers must have a parent present to 
participate and explore along with 
their child. The program fee is $3 
($2.50 for SNC members). To reg-
ister, call 435-755-3239 or email 
nature@logannature.org.
 FOR ALL SENIORS! Career 
services will be coming to talk 
about job searching and the 
do’s and don’ts of entering the 
workforce. Jan. 26, at 5 p.m. 
at the Haight Alumni Center! 
Refreshments to follow. Find us on 
facebook @ USU SENIORS 2011 
or Phone: 801-655-3391
 Love playing online video 
games? USU researchers from the 
Department of psychology need 
your help! Take a 10 minute sur-
vey about playing online video 
games and enter to win a $50 gift 
card! All online players are eli-
gible for the survey. E-mail Brady 
DeHart at usuvideogamestudy@
gmail.com.
Utah State University • Logan, Utah • www.utahstatesman.com
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Aggies get road sweep with win at Fresno
 The Utah State Aggies wouldn’t have won an 
award for prettiest game Saturday night, but they 
won’t complain about completing a 3-game road 
sweep and extending their winning streak to 11 
games. Senior forward Nate Bendall, who has 
seen limited action due to a foot injury early in 
the season, had a break-out performance as he 
finished with 12 points and 16 rebounds to lead 
the Aggies over the Fresno State Bulldogs, 52-39 
at the Save Mart Center.
 “One of the things Nate (Bendall) did so well 
was give us a presence out there,” Aggie head 
coach Stew Morrill said. “That’s the most minutes 
Nate’s played since he’s been healthy, and the best 
he has played. He had a great game. He’s out there 
rebounding the heck out of the ball and giving us 
a physical presence against (Greg) Smith.”
 Smith, who finished with 10 points and nine 
rebounds, hit the first shot of game off a pass 
from Nedeljko Gulobovic, but Bendall found 
senior forward Pooh Williams for a 3-point shot 
on the ensuing possession to give the Aggies a 
lead they wouldn’t relinquish.
 The Aggies led by 11 at halftime thanks to a 
stingy defense that allowed the Bulldogs a total of 
five field goals on 16.7 percent shooting from the 
field and 7.7 percent from the 3-point line. The 
Bulldogs finished shooting 27.3 percent from the 
floor and 19 percent from beyond the 3-point arc. 
 “We made the game ugly,” Morrill said. “It 
was not an offensive juggernaut out there. Both 
teams struggled a little bit, but them more 
than us. We switched our defenses up 
and they had difficulty making shots, 
and we made just enough plays and 
baskets to get out of here with a win.”
 Senior forward Tai Wesley finished with 12 
points, and junior guard Brockeith Pane added 
eight. The Aggies finished shooting at a 40 per-
cent clip from both the floor and 3-point line, 
which is commendable in game two of a weekend 
road trip.
 “We’ve been out for two straight weeks, and 
it’s tiresome,” Morrill said. “Finding enough 
energy to compete in this game shows that we’ve 
got a little bit of character.”
 Bendall said, “I guess you’ve just got to go out 
there and get it done, especially on game two on 
the road. You’re a little bit more tired; a little bit 
more fatigued.”
 Along with extending their regular season 
winning streak to 11 games, the Aggies tied a 
Western Athletic Conference record for con-
secutive regular season wins with 19. The 
record started with a season-changing 
98-54 blowout over the Hawaii 
Warriors in Logan on Jan. 11.
 “It’s a good job by our 
teams through the years,” 
Morrill said. “I go back 
to when we came 
in to this league, 




So it’s nice 
that we’ve 
been able to 
do that.”
 The Aggies now 
prepare for big week-
end at home as the host 
the Lousiana Tech Bulldogs 
(9-10, 0-5 WAC), and the New Mexico State 
Aggies (10-9, 4-1). Tip-off against the 
Bulldogs is slated for Thursday at 




UTAH STATE CENTER NATE BENDALL pulled 
down 16 rebounds Saturday at Fresno State. It was the 
highest single-game total for any Aggie since Shawn 
Daniels had 17 in the 2000 season. Statesman file photo
By TYLER HUSKINSON
assistant sports editor
Even in motherhood, Simoneau still dominating
 Nicole Simoneau’s face is focused. Her 
breathing: calm and controlled. The USU 
junior gymnast’s expression gives no sign 
of trepidation, while her compact, muscu-
lar frame displays no hint of weakness or 
doubt.
 She begins the event amid a choir of 
cheers from teammates and fans, but her 
gaze and expression change little, even as 
she twists and contorts her body in athletic 
grace between the bars. There is no fear in 
this young woman’s face, just quiet deter-
mination – as if she expects nothing but 
perfection.
 Several spellbinding twists later, she 
caps her performance with a pristine land-
ing. Flashing a smile before the judges and 
roaring fans, there is little doubt among 
her teammates that she’s aced the event. 
Her final score on the bars – 9.850 – will 
turn out to be the highest of 18 gymnasts 
competing in Utah State’s tri-team meet, 
topping finals from young women from 
both BYU and Arizona in addition to 
Utah State. For Simoneau – a two-time 
second-team All-WAC selection whose 
career accomplishments include bar scores 
of 9.800 or higher in 27 of 31 meets – the 
event might seem just like another day at 
the office.
 Except for one small and amazing 
detail: Nicole Simoneau is a young, single 
mother. She gave birth to a baby boy just 
14 months ago.
 That Simoneau now finds herself back 
on both the bars and vault while also going 
to school full-time and raising a son is no 
small accomplishment, especially consider-
ing she wasn’t sure her gymnastics career 
would even continue when she found out 
she was pregnant. Yet Simoneau dedi-
cated herself to a herculean task, taking 
on motherhood, school and gymnastics, 
engaging in a vigorous physical training 
regiment following the birth of her son, 
Kemper.
 “When I first found out I was pregnant, 
I really didn’t know how it was going to 
be,” said the Manchester, N.H. native. 
“Once I had him, and I started practicing 
again, I knew it was going to be hard but I 
was really determined to get back here and 
be back with the team.”
 Getting back with the team wouldn’t be 
easy, especially after taking the entire 2010 
season off. Not only had her body under-
gone significant changes, but an absence 
from the events of the gymnastics mat left 
the 4-foot-11 junior out of competition 
shape. To get back into prime condition, 
she’d not only have to go back and re-train 
her body for the events she had long domi-
nated, but also build a base of endurance 
capable of withstanding team weightlifting 
and cardio sessions.
 “It was really hard at first,” Simoneau 
said. “I was really out of shape. I did a lot of 
endurance and strength. I had to start out 
really basic and just kind of work my way 
up, little by little. It took a couple months, 
at least, to get back to where I am now.”
 Simoneau’s dedication to get back 
onto the mat while raising a son was no 
surprise for her mother, Betty. While she 
knew her daughter would struggle to bal-
ance the demands of school, athletics and 
motherhood, Betty Simoneau also knew 
her daughter’s unique drive and motivation 
for excellence would see the young woman 
through.
 “I just knew it was going to be hard for 
her,” said Betty, who had traveled from 
New Hampshire to see her daughter com-
pete in USU’s meet against Arizona and 
BYU. “She had options with the baby, but 
she chose to bring him with her because 
he’s her responsibility.”
 “She handled it,” Betty said. “I just 
knew she could do it. She’s a strong girl.” 
Nicole’s mother may never have doubted 
her daughter’s ability to come back, but 
her teammates – as well as Aggie head 
coach Jeff Richards – had their concerns. 
But after realizing the former all-WAC 
selection would give nothing less than a 
supreme effort in her training, their fears 
quickly diminished.
 “For a while I wondered,” said Richards, 
who is in his third year in Logan. “You 
know, I wasn’t sure. She said she was going 
to (come back) … I knew she could do it, 
but I wasn’t sure if she was going to make 
it or not. But yeah, to now have her back; 
she’s doing a great job.”
 Teammate Lyndsie Boone said it’s 
remarkable that Simoneau has come back 
to form so quickly. Not only did Simoneau 
share the event title in bars at the Aggies’ 
second meet of the year, but she was 
named WAC co-specialist of the week for 
her performance in USU’s season-opener 
against Southern Utah.
 “I didn’t know if her body could handle 
it, coming back,” Boone said. “But she’s 
doing amazing – she’s our best bar worker 
right now, and one of the top beam girls 
too. It’s a little harder for her, but she’s 
doing great.”
 Simoneau may once again be flying 
high on the bars these days, but her duties 
as a mom and student-athlete leave her 
little time to taste the fruits of her labor. 
Her days – filled with intensive training, 
classes, homework and just being a mom 
– are long and tiring, and unlike those of 
any of her teammates.
 “It’s hectic,” she said of her routine. “It’s 
really hard. I get tired a lot, and my day 
isn’t like the other girls. My day doesn’t 
end when I get home. I still have to help 
(Kemper), and I do my homework after he 
goes to bed. It’s a lot of running around.”
 Never mind leading USU’s gymnastic 
team on the bars – Simoneau truly does it 
all. Her coach is more than impressed with 
his star athlete’s ability to make it through 
any given day, and remains in awe of her 
ability to meet the challenges in her life.
 “It’s a lot, and she’s learning a lot,” 
Richards said. “It’s not the same as what 
every student athlete out there goes 
through.”
 “When she’s done, she goes home 
and she’s not done,” he added. “She’s got 
her son Kemper to take care of, so it just 
doesn’t stop. That’s not easy on anybody 
– you’ve just got to keep on going. But I 
think it’s really making her stronger and 
she’s going to be an incredible person for it 
all.”
 Simoneau is quick to point out she 
couldn’t do it all on her own. With such 
a hectic daily schedule, having help 
with watching Kemper has been a must, 
By ADAM NETTINA
staff writer
GYMNASTICS JUNIOR NICOLE SIMONEAU competes on the bar exercise during Friday’s tri-meet at the Spectrum. 
Simoneau, who was an all-WAC selection during her freshman and sophomore years, has returned to competition after giving birth 




 The Utah State Track and 
Field team saw its first action 
of the indoor track season 
last Saturday in Pocatello at 
the Idaho State Invitational.
 After officially beginning 
practice way back at the start 
of the school year, several of 
the Aggies finally got to cut 
their teeth on some honest-
to-goodness competition at 
Holt Arena. Many came away 
with positive performances, 
providing a promising out-
look to the upcoming season 
which will carry the track-
sters clear through to the 
summer.
 “(With the first meet of 
the season) we don’t know 
what we’re gonna get. They’ve 
been training all fall, and 
then have the break, and then 
the first meet five days later,” 
said USU head coach Gregg 
Gensel. “I was very pleased 
with a lot of the marks. We 
had a lot of people with great 
times.”
 Leading the Aggie per-
formances is Armahd Lewis, 
who placed first in the 60-
meter dash in 6.8 seconds. 
The time is a career best for 
the senior and fifth all-time 
in the USU record books. 
“My best before (Saturday) 
was like a 6.98, so I was 
surprised when I ran that 
time. I was really excited 
when I looked up at that 
time,” Lewis said of his per-
formance. “My goal for the 
indoor season was to run a 
6.83, so now my new goal is a 
6.70 or 6.69.”
 Close on the heels of 
Lewis was fellow senior Mike 
Pyrtle, finishing second in 
6.95. Pyrtle began the season 
ranked 21st in the nation for 
his altitude-adjusted time of 
6.71, set last February in New 
Mexico. The Aggies look to 
have a strong sprinting core, 
with freshman Mikey Payne 
clocking in at 7.19, good for 
11th place.
 “We’ll see how they con-
By MIKE REES
staff writer
-See SIMONEAU, page 11 -See TRACK, page 12
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USU vs. LaTech Thursday, 7 p.m.
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Christensen, Brown combine for 46 as Aggies beat Wolf Pack
 Sparked by an aggressive 
first half run and high tempo 
offense, Utah State (8-8, 2-1 
WAC) stymied Nevada (13-
4, 2-2) Saturday afternoon, 
dominating the Wolf Pack 81-
69 and proving the Aggies can 
challenge anyone in confer-
ence play.
 USU sophomore Devyn 
Christensen came off the 
bench to lead the Aggies, 
recording a career–high 
24 points in what Aggie 
head coach Raegan Pebley 
described as the ultimate 
“team effort.”
 “Great win for our pro-
gram,” Pebley said. “I thought 
tonight was literally a total 
team effort. Fourteen of our 
14 dress players played in the 
first half, and I think 13 of 
our 14 played in the second 
half. It just really allowed us 
to stay more fresh.”
 Coming off a 10-point loss 
to Fresno State last week, the 
Aggies unleashed a blitzkrieg 
on the Wolf Pack to begin the 
game. Nevada jumped out to 
an early 4-2 after two minutes, 
but struggled to get anything 
going as USU roared back with 
an 18-point run which saw 
Christensen and junior for-
ward Ashlee Brown lead the 
way on offense and defense.
 “That was fun,” 
Christensen said. “It’s fun to 
watch and fun to be a part of. 
Basketball is a game of runs 
and when you get big ones like 
that – 18 and 0 – that’s just 
fun basketball to play.”
The Aggie defense, high-
tempo and opportunistic, 
especially frustrated Nevada 
guard Tahnee Robinson and 
forward Shavon Moore, who 
each turned the ball over six 
times despite finishing the 
game in double-digits for total 
points. Brown said it was the 
Aggies’ ability to transition 
to the offensive end off those 
turnovers and convert them 
into points which sparked the 
18-point run.
 “The points that we had, 
we had a lot of def lections and 
a lot of steals,” Brown said. 
“We converted on those steals 
and that’s always a great thing 
to do.”
 Nevada came into the game 
amid one of the team’s best 
starts in program history. The 
team – picked to finish third 
in the preseason media and 
coaches polls – has won 10 of 
its last 12 games, including 
notching back to back confer-
ence wins the past two weeks.    
 But even past success 
couldn’t help the Wolf Pack 
dig itself out of the hole 
against the Aggies. While 
Nevada would close the gap to 
42-31 by halftime, the team 
met staunch resistance from a 
high-f lying Aggie defense and 
up-tempo offense every time 
momentum began to swing.
 “That was huge,” Pebley 
said of her team’s response to 
each Nevada mini-run. “That 
(shows) a lot of growth from 
our team... . It was good to see 
us respond to their runs.”
 One of the reasons USU 
was able to continually keep 
the Wolf Pack at arm’s length 
was the play of the bench. 
Christensen led the charge, 
and aside from hitting 50 
percent from the field, also hit 
three of five from 3-point land 
and seven of eight at the line.
“She was killing at the free 
throw line,” Brown said of her 
teammate. “Devyn is just a 
great bench player. She comes 
off the bench and she brings a 
spark – defensively and offen-
sively. She’s a shooter who 
people need to start respect-
ing.”
 Nevada shot better from 
the f loor than USU (45.8 per-
cent to USU’s 39.1) but the 
difference turned out to be 
turnovers and total scoring 
opportunities. Nevada turned 
the ball over 25 times to the 
Aggies’ 13, with the Wolf Pack 
gaining only six points from 
3-point shooting to USU’s 18 
points off 3-pointers. Brown 
said the win shows that USU 
– picked to finish second-to-
last in the preseason coaches 
poll – can compete at the very 
top of the WAC.
 “We weren’t picked to win 
the conference, of course, but 
we have our goals set high and 
the bar is really high,” Brown 
said.
 USU will have a chance to 
prove that the bar has been 
raised even higher when they 
travel to Ruston, La. this 
Thursday to take on the con-
ference-leading Lady Techsters 
(11-5, 3-0). The Lady Techsters 
are coming off a triple-over-
time win on the road against 
Fresno State to take over 
first place in the WAC, and 
will present a challenge for 
Pebley’s team as the Aggies 
continue to stress playing 40 
minutes of aggressive basket-
ball.
 “We’re ready,” Brown said. 
“La-Tech is a gym that’s hard 
to play in, but we’re going to 
prepare and our coaches are 
going to set up a gameplan 
that’s going to get what we 
need to get done.”






SOPHOMORE DEVYN CHRISTENSEN (LEFT) and junior Ashlee Brown combined to score 46 points against Nevada Saturday in a 
81-69 win over the Wolf Pack. The Aggies improved to 2-1 in WAC play and evened their season record at 8-8. Brown was also named the 
USU Student Athlete of the Week. TODD JONES photos
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 Not to total-
ly say I called 
it or anything, 
but I totally 
called it a week 
ago when I 
mentioned that 
one of the clear 
signs of great-
ness for this 
year’s Aggie team is their ability to overcome 
poor performances and still rack up victories.
 That’s exactly what happened last week in 
Boise, when the Aggies gave up a handful of 
furious scoring runs to the Broncos, only to 
bounce back and kill any momentum Boise 
State had built up. That game appeared to be 
slipping away from Utah State on four or five 
different occasions, yet the Aggies still man-
aged to hand Boise State its first conference 
loss.
 Now it’s back to home sweet home, and 
for pretty much the first time since Weber 
State, the crowd at the Spectrum should be 
full-strength and should be ready to rock.
 Oddly enough though, I feel the need to 
stress that the crowd “should be” ready to 
rock. It’s been an odd season thus far, with 
seemingly less enthusiasm surrounding the pro-
gram than what has been the standard for the 
past few years. And for no good reason either, 
as the team hasn’t lost in a month and a half, 
is again atop the Western Athletic Conference 
standings and now hanging just barely outside 
of the top 25 polls. Another pair of wins this 
weekend and Utah State very well could find 
itself in next week’s top 25.
 But for most Aggie fans, the heart and soul 
of the program, the thing that drives this force 
is the Spectrum. Few places, if any, around the 
country can boast a fan base that takes as pride 
in defending its home court like Utah State 
does.
 Now, with school back in session, and the 
student body back in full force, it is time to 
crank the volume all the way up on this thing. 
It’s time to make up for all the lack of noise 
that was present over the holidays, but also to 
remind the rest of the WAC and everybody 
watching on TV that Utah State fans have still 
got it.
 It’s time to bring back that thunder that 
has routinely gotten Utah State’s crowd men-
tioned in the same breath as the likes of Duke, 
UConn and Syracuse. It’s time to synchronize 
the 4,000 students that ESPN broadcasters 
hailed as being more choreographed than the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. It’s time to recap-
ture that x-factor that has come to be known 
simply as “Spectrum magic”.
 Since the start of the 2007-08 season, Utah 
State is 61-1 at home. That is no mistake. That 
is the Spectrum at work right there. This season 
has been underwhelming to this point due 
largely to a lack of shared enthusiasm from 
massive gatherings of 10,270 Aggie fans, but 
now the time is here to finish the season strong. 
After all, what better way is there to blow off 
some steam built up from the stress of school 
and work than by throwing on a blue shirt and 
yelling your head off at an opposing team?
 It really doesn’t get any better than a packed 
Spectrum at Utah State. 
Matt Sonnenberg is a senior majoring in 
print journalism. Matt is an avid fan of 
Aggie athletics and can be found on the 
front row of every home football and 
basketball game. He can also be reached 
at matt.sonn@aggiemail.usu.edu.





especially with her mother and 
family some 2,000 miles away. 
Fortunately for her, her team-
mates have been more than 
willing to take on the role of god-
mothers.
 “They help me out whenever,” 
Simoneau said. “Like if I need a 
babysitter, they offer to watch 
him, and they are really good 
when I have to bring him into 
conditioning or practice. They 
help out a lot, and the coaches 
are there, too. They watch him 
when they can. Everyone has been 
really helpful and supportive.”
 Kemper may still be too young 
to fully appreciate his mother’s 
accomplishments, but Nicole’s 
resiliency and dedication haven’t 
been lost on her proud mother, 
nor her coach. Soft-spoken and 
sometimes hesitant to talk about 
her experiences of the past two 
years, Simoneau’s story of raising 
a child while excelling both on 
and off the gym mat is nothing 
short of inspirational. It’s a story 
that nearly brings her mother to 
tears and one which captures the 
true spirit of competition and 
excellence.
 “She’s taken on a lot of respon-
sibility and she’s doing it on her 
own,” Betty said. “It’s not what 
I expected to happen, but she’s 
wonderful. She’s taken it all on; 
it’s her responsibility and she’s 
grabbed it and run with it. I can’t 
tell you how proud I am.”
– adam.nettina@aggiemail.usu.edu
Simoneau: Junior is back on bars
     -continued from page 9
 Last week’s WAC power poll was some-
what of a jumble and road jam with many 
middle of the pack teams. This weeks things 
are a bit more clear with some teams falling 
miserably to the bottom, and others soaring 
to the top. There are a few surprises, with the 
exception of the number one spot.
1. Utah State (16-2, 5-0) 
– After two solid road wins 
against Boise State (68-59) 
and Fresno State (52-39), the 
Aggies solidified the rights 
to No. 1 for the second consecutive week. 
The Aggies are working toward an unprec-
edented fourth-consecutive WAC title. The 
Aggies face Louisana Tech and New Mexico 
State this weekend.  
2. Idaho (12-6, 5-1) – The 
Vandals may be the biggest suc-
cessful surprise of the WAC this 
season. Former Aggie assistant 
head coach Don Verlin has his 
Vandals playing solid led by 
sophomore Kyle Barone’s 11 points and for-
mer Aggie guard Deremy Geiger’s 10 points 
per game. The Vandal’s only loss is against 
New Mexico State.
3. New Mexico State (10-9, 
4-1) – Despite taking a hard 
bite from the injury bug, the 
Aggies from down south are 
holding their own. After a 
tough road loss to Boise State 
in the second game of the season, the Aggies 
have rattled off three straight double-digit 
victories at home against Fresno State, 
Hawaii and San Jose State.
4. Boise State (11-7, 4-2) 
– Under the reigns of newly-
appointed head coach Leon 
Rice, the Broncos are doing 
just about as well as they 
could hope, but two consecutive home losses 
this past weekend, including a two-point 
loss to lowly Nevada, might be cause for 
concern. The Broncos have daunting task 
of the 3-game road trip over the next two 
weeks against Idaho, New Mexico State and 
Louisiana Tech.
5. Fresno State (7-9, 3-3) – The 
loss of Sylvester Seay and Paul 
George are really taking it’s 
toll. The Bulldog’s offense is 
led by freshman guard Kevin 
Olekaibe at 10.9 points a game. Sophomore 
center Greg Smtih, who was preseason all-
WAC team pick, is struggling to rise above 
last season’s numbers. Head coach Steve 
Cleveland will have a chance to get some con-
fidence for his crew, as they travel to Hawaii 
to face the slumping Warriors and host 
Seattle University.    
6. Nevada (5-13, 2-3) – Despite 
the fact that the Wolf Pack 
are below .500, a gutsy road 
win against the Broncos may 
be just what the Wolf Pack 
needs to turn things around. The Pack has a 
big chance to move up in the standings with 
three consecutive home games coming up 
against New Mexico State, Louisiana Tech 
and Fresno State.
7. Hawaii (10-8, 1-5) – The 
seventh and eighth spot 
on this poll could easily be 
f lip-f lopped, Hawaii gets 
the higher spot for now just 
because of their overall record. Sadly for the 
Warriors they seem to be doomed to the cel-
lar, as their only victory came at the cost of 
Louisiana Tech.
8. San Jose State (9-8, 1-5) 
– What’s really ironic about 
the Hawaii and San Jose 
State is that their only WAC 
wins thus far came against 
Louisiana Tech on the road during the same 
weekend. The WAC’s leading scorer, by a 
landslide, guard Adrian Oliver is prolific, 
but doesn’t seem to have equal leadership 
abilities as his team has lost four of their last 
five.  
9. Louisiana Tech (9-10, 0-5) 
– The winless Bulldogs are abso-
lute
ly hapless. After losses to San 
Jose State and Hawaii, things 
only get more difficult. A road 
trip featuring Utah State and Nevada is 
looming this weekend. 
– ty.d.hus@aggiemail.usu.edu




We have daily, weekend,  
week or season Ski Rentals!
Also snowshoe, cross-country and 
snowboard rentals!







Bring Student ID 
& receive 25%
 off any outwear 
clothing: coats, 
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Get Ready to Ski SALE!
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wax job!
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tinue to improve,” Gensel said. “I was excited to see them run 
under seven seconds on that track. It’s a wooden track and it’s 
hard to run sprints on.”
 Another pre-season top 50 athlete and all-American jump-
er, Clint Silcock, kicked his season off with a first place finish 
in the high jump with a 7’0.5”, besting second place by nearly 
six inches. Silcock began the season tied for 19th in the nation 
for his high jump mark of 7’ 1”, which he jumped last March 
in the Last Chance Qualifier meet in Washington.
 In addition to the seasoned veterans, Utah State’s freshmen 
found opportunities to make some noise. Chari Hawkins had 
the highest Aggie finish on the women’s side, placing third in 
the high jump with a height of 5’ 5.75”.
 “It was one of those times when you go in and compete and 
sometimes you have an on-day and sometimes you have an 
off-day,” Hawkins said. “I was so nervous before the meet. It’s 
nice having older teammates, because we’re so close. It made 
it fun.”
 Tanner Hunt notched a third-place finish in the 400-meter 
dash in his first collegiate track meet, clocking in at 49.46.
 “For a freshman to run on that track, that’s an awesome 
time,” Gensel said. Another freshman, AJ Boully, placed 
eighth in the same event with 50.33.
 Other athletes garnered top finishes. Chio Lopez placed 
second in the 800-meter race with a time of 1:54.32, which 
is a career best for the redshirt junior. Also earning a career 
best was Phillip Noble in the pole vault, whose 15’ 5” was 
good for a top-five finish. Sophomore Jolyn Wendt placed 
sixth in the triple jump with a jump of 34’ 6.75”, just ahead 
of teammate Daphne Jones, who jumped 34’ 5”. Spela Hus 
led the deepest group of Aggie athletes in the shotput with a 
throw of 45’ 4.75”, good for third place, tying Hawkins for the 
top finish on the women’s side. Senior Lyndsey Spencer and 
Hus placed fourth and eighth in the weight throw with throws 
of 51’ 10.5” and 50’ 3.25”.
 For many athletes, the first few meets of the season serve 
as tuneups for the lengthy season. Many athletes tend to 
shuff le around within the different events in Track and Field. 
The Aggies will look for steeper competition yet, as well as 
more opportunities to work out the kinks and seek pre-quali-
fying marks this weekend in Pullman, Wash. for the two-day 
Washington State Invitational.
– michael.d.rees@aggiemail.usu.edu
Track: Silcock starts strong
   -continued from page 9
Gymnastics places third overall in 
tri-meet against BYU and Arizona
 Despite being ahead after 
the first two events Friday, 
the Aggies couldn’t hold on 
to their lead and fell to both 
Brigham Young University 
Cougars and the University 
of Arizona Wildcats in their 
first home tri-meet since 
2008.
 The Cougars finished 
first at 193.075, with the 
Wildcats following at 
192.725, and the Aggies fin-
ishing at 192.000.
 In her second week of all-
around competition, fresh-
man Paige Jones beat last 
week’s score by a little more 
than half a point.
 “We definitely had some 
pretty solid things tonight,” 
Jones said. “We just need to 
get our beam scores up and 
we’ll be golden.”
 The beam rotation has 
been a struggle for the 
Aggies in both meets so 
far this season. After a few 
stumbles and falls on the 
beam, they scored more than 
a point behind the other 
teams.
 Senior Jackie Dillon said 
she felt her beam score of 
9.325 was a little lower than 
it should have been. She said 
she felt like it was a pretty 
clean routine.
 “I felt a little robbed,” 
she said. “But I talked to the 
judges afterwards and things 
kind of made sense, but they 
kind of killed me on it.”
 Overall, head coach Jeff 
Richards said he was pleased 
with the girls’ performances.
 “On three events, we 
rocked it,” he said. “I just 
don’t think tonight really 
showed where we are.”
 Richards said he planned 
on having the team practice 
beam routines a lot over the 
weekend.
 “We practice and they 
focus and they stay with it,” 
he said, “but then they come 
in here and run it and some-
thing happens.”
 While USU was strug-
gling on the beam, BYU’s 
vault scores pushed them 
into the lead.
 Even with the loss, it 
was a good meet for many 
Aggies.
 Freshmen Jones, Rachel 
Vaske and Cammi Muhr all 
improved their scores on the 
vault this week.
 Muhr earned the beam 
title with a score of 9.8.
 Junior Nicole Simoneau 
tied for first in the uneven 
parallel bars portion of the 
meet with a 9.85.
 Dillon tied her career 
high in all-around competi-
tion with a score of 38.500.
 “We came in a lot stron-
ger this week,” she said. “We 
were a lot more prepared 
than we were for last week’s 
meet.”
 Dillon said she loves com-
peting in all-around because 
it keeps pushing her.
 “I’m always wanting to 
beat my own scores,” she 
said.
 The Aggies will be on the 
road for the next month, 
traveling first to San Jose 
State for a meet on Jan. 21.
 Richards said they are 
going to work hard and real-
ly practice beam between 
now and then.
 “If that’s all we work on 
in the gym, then so be it,” he 
said. “All in all, I think we 
competed way better today 
than we did last week. We’re 
on the right track.”
 “We’re just doing what 
we do,” Jones said. “We just 






 The Utah State men’s tennis squad sur-
vived a rough start to its regular season 
Friday, falling 6-1 to in-state rival BYU.
 “I thought our level of play was good,” 
USU head coach Christian Wright said, “We 
knew it was going to be a difficult match, 
but we felt good going in and had good 
intensity. We just have a few aspects of play 
to make a little sharper.”
 The Cougars, currently the 38th-ranked 
team in the nation, dominated on the court, 
winning eight of the nine matches and 
giving only two sets to the Aggies to push 
them to a 2-0 record to start off the season. 
Earlier in the day BYU also defeated Weber 
State 7-0.
 The lone Aggie victory came off the 
racket of senior Alex Thatcher, who defeated 
BYU senior Daniel Hwang in three sets (7-5, 
1-6, 10-4).
 Wright said he was incredibly impressed 
with Thatcher, a Mountain Crest High grad-
uate.
 “It was fun to see (Thatcher) win that. 
He seemed f lawless in the last set. He didn’t 
make any mistakes and put pressure on his 
opponent. It was great, especially for his last 
time playing BYU.”
 Thatcher’s win gave the Aggies their lone 
point in the event. The Aggies were playing 
from behind most of the day, starting off 
falling 0-1 to the Cougars after losing all 
three doubles matches.
 Jakob Asplund, a Sweden-born USU 
senior, started off singles play for the Aggies 
falling to Evan Urbina in straight sets (6-1, 
6-1), leading to a streak of straight set losses 
for USU before Thatcher finished off the day 
with his victory.
 Freshman Frederik Peterson fell to 
Georgy Batrakov (6-1, 6-2) followed by soph-
omore Sven Poslusny’s loss to Evan Urbina 
(6-3, 6-0). Senior Bryan Merchant dropped 
two sets to Cougar Spencer Smith (6-4, 6-0) 
as junior Lenny Whiting, a transfer student 
from BYU, suffered the Aggies final loss, 
losing both sets to Patrick Kawka (6-0, 6-2).
 Amid the loss, Wright still feels he has a 
strong roster to carry on success throughout 
the season.
 “We are very deep this year,” Wright said. 
“On any given day I can see somebody step-
ping up and being a spark, being the person 
who gets us over the hump. I feel good about 
these guys.”
 Wright said the loss gave the Aggies 
needed play to get back into the groove of 
play. “We have quite a few matches com-
ing up, which should help. Our last match 
was in October and we spent the next two 
months finishing up school and such. We 
should see some good stuff coming up.”
 Up next, the Aggies will travel to Las 
Cruces, N.M. to take on Texas A&M Corpus
Christi Friday, Jan. 21, followed by the 
Aggies of New Mexico State on Saturday, 
Jan. 22. Wright has big expectations for the 
Aggies first road trip of the season.
 “We’re excited about it. We should see 
some tough matches, but we’re looking for-




UTAH STATE’S GYMNASTICS TEAM fell short in a tri-
meet with Arizona and BYU, largely due to its score in the beam 
portion of the competition. ANI MIRZAKHANYAN photo
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 I invite each of you to join 
us in a Celebration of the Arts 
at Utah State University, spon-
sored by the Caine College of 
the Arts. This will inaugurate 
a new tradition at USU as 
the Caine College of the Arts 
celebrates the triumphs, joys 
and challenges of the human 
spirit through the arts. Each 
day, activities have been scheduled to include plays, exhibi-
tions, concerts, ice sculpture, mentor dinners with alumni 
and emeriti faculty, all culminating in a grand gala concert in 
the Kent Concert Hall on Friday at 7:30 p.m. This concert will 
feature members of the college from the departments of art, 
music, interior design and theatre. As an added surprise, we 
have just confirmed that four-time Emmy award winning singer 
and actress Audra McDonald will be joining us.
 Earning an unprecedented three Tony Awards before the 
age of 30 (Carousel, Master Class, and Ragtime) and a fourth in 
2004 (“A Raisin in the Sun”), McDonald is frequently compared 
to legendary performers such as Judy Garland and Barbra 
Streisand. But like all great artists, she is a unique force, blend-
ing a luscious, classically-trained soprano with an incomparable 
gift for dramatic truth-telling. In addition to her theatrical work 
she maintains a major career as a concert and recording artist 
appearing regularly on many of the great stages of the world.
 Along with her live performances, McDonald maintains 
a thriving television career, earning an Emmy nomination for 
her role in the made-for-television movie version of “A Raisin 
in the Sun” on ABC, alongside hip-hop mogul Sean “Diddy” 
Combs, her co-star from the 2004 Broadway revival. Returning 
to ABC in the fall of 2010, McDonald can be seen as Dr. Naomi 
Bennett in the fourth season of the hit television series “Private 
Practice.” Her most recent recordings are Kurt Weill’s “The 
Rise and Fall of the City of Mahagonny” – winner of two 2009 
Grammy Awards – and a new studio recording of Rodgers & 
Hammerstein’s Allegro, released on the Sony MasterWorks 
Broadway label.
 The grand gala Friday evening will culminate in a special 
tribute to three of the most significant founders of the College – 
Marie Eccles Caine, Kathryn Caine Wanlass and Manon Caine 
Russell. With the creation of the Caine College of the Arts, we 
have realized a dream that President Stan Albrecht put into 
motion during his tenure as dean of the College of Humanities, 
Arts and Social Sciences. The Caine School of the Arts was 
established as a collaborative community, representing the 
collective strengths and voices of the arts. President Albrecht’s 
vision was to make the arts more visible, more innovative, and 
more fully integrated into the intellectual life of Utah State 
University and the communities it serves. With the creation and 
naming of this new and important “CAINE” College of the Arts, 
we honor not only that vision, but the individuals, Marie Eccles 
Caine, Kathryn Caine Wanlass, and Manon Caine Russell, who 
To the editor:
 I picked up the student 
paper on Wednesday, and 
flipped over the comics sec-
tion in the back.  On the way, 
I passed by the Letters to the 
Editor page and caught the 
following headline: “Parents 
have responsibility.”
 “I sure hope so,” I thought 
to myself. “But what kind of 
responsibility?”
  Turns out this letter was in 
response to an earlier opin-
ion column about compre-
hensive sex education. It took 
me on a trip down memory 
lane to all the way back to 
Monday when, once again 
trying to get to the comics 
page, I was stopped by the 
headline about comprehen-
sive sex ed.  “Excellent, more 
opinions about sex ed!” I 
thought to myself, eagerly 
reading more.
  The letter’s author com-
pared getting an STD from 
lack of information on sex to 
getting fat from eating too 
many Twinkies fried in oil 
every day. Thing is, eating 
a Twinkie won’t make you 
fat if you only do it once, 
but having sex for the first 
time without being informed 
about protecting yourself 
could result in pregnancy or 
the contraction of an STD. 
But, he/she says, you should 
just keep your pants zipped, 
no information needed.  
 Sometimes I have to unzip 
my pants to take them off 
before I go to bed or shower. 
I sure hope I don’t get preg-
nant. How would I protect 
myself from that? I have no 
idea. I continued reading. 
Turns out that the govern-
ment has no place in teach-
ing children how to deal with 
their growing bodies, that’s 
the parent’s job.
  I don’t know about you, 
but my mom’s version of the 
sex talk was saying “you know, 
I got my first period when I 
was 12.”  I was 11.  I’m mar-
ried now, and I’m still not sure 
what to do. Will you start an 
open and frank conversation 
with your 11-year-old about 
sex? Or will you do what my 
mom did, and uncomfortably 
mention puberty in a non 
sequitur fashion?  
Sex ed helps 
parents teach 
USU can be 
more green
 If you really want to take 
the perogative to be the sole 
provider of this vital infor-
mation to your child, you 
can either deny permission 
that your child be taught this 
during the sex ed section of 
health class, or you can home 
school your child entirely so 
that the government doesn’t 
get involved in anything 
regarding your child’s educa-




 Recycle bins and environ-
mental groups at Utah State 
give the illusion of a green, 
Earth conscious school, but 
the community as a whole 
seems to be failing at one 
fundamental idea of environ-
mental conservation: using 
less paper.
 Between Blackboard and 
e-mail why do we still use 
paper in the classroom? It’s 
hard to imagine the amount of 
paper used each day for hand-
outs, readings, assignments, 
essays, tests and notes, all of 
which could be converted 
to electronic formats to save 
paper.
    I think Utah State would 
benefit from restricting paper 
used on campus. If all the 
professors committed to 
giving and receiving assign-
ments electronically over 
Blackboard, the school could 
save bundles of money on 
paper each day, not to men-
tion each semester. In addi-
tion, the school would help 
the environment by reducing 
paper waste.
    With all the saved money 
from paper, USU could help 
students buy laptops who oth-
erwise could not afford them. 
This way, no student would be 
at the mercy of the computer 
labs and their hours to fin-
ish readings and assignments. 
Public elementary, middle, 
and high schools are already 
beginning this exact process.
    The technology is avail-
able to rid paper almost com-
pletely from the classroom, so 




The Caine School of the Arts is pulling out all the stops this week for its Celebration of the Arts. Each day features vocal, the-
atrical and artistic events that demonstrate the 
talents of the students and faculty of USU.
 With this in mind, we at the Statesman 
would like encourage all students to support 
the arts this year. Utah State and the Caine 
School are bursting at the seams with talent. 
Each semester we have the opportunity to 
attend concerts, plays, operas, and art exhibits, 
most of which are free for students. The Caine 
school has jazz bands, percussion ensembles, 
quartets, orchestras, choirs, painters, sculp-
tors, designers and much, much more.
 For many students, events at USU are lim-
ited to the latest dance party or men’s bas-
ketball game, either because that’s all they’re 
interested in or, as we suspect, that’s all they 
hear about. We love Aggie basketball, and we 
have been known to shake our booty on the 
dance floor, but we also have found, over the 
years, other events to attend that enrich our 
experience at USU.
 There’s more than just the arts. Check out 
the bi-weekly Helicon West poetry readings 
at True Aggie Cafe, or the Beat Poetry Night 
held in the spring. If live music is your thing, 
check out Why Sound or open mic nights at 
Citrus and Sage and the Logan Arthouse and 
Cinema. Even beyond Men’s Basketball, USU’s 
clubs and other less well-known sports are a 
blast. This semester we have lacrosse, rugby, 
gymnastics and men’s hockey – which, if you 
haven’t seen yet, you really are missing out.
 Simply put, there’s a lot to do. If you’re ever 
sitting around bored, odds are there’s an event 
– probably free – going on at or around cam-
pus. It will surprise you how much is out there, 
and how enjoyable it all is, and Arts Week 
is the perfect place to start broadening your 
horizons.
































•  Letters should be lim-
ited to 400 words.
•  All letters may be 
shortened, edited or 
rejected for reasons 
of good taste, redun-
dancy or volume of 
similar letters.
•  Letters must be 
topic oriented. They 
may not be directed 
toward individuals. 
Any letter directed to 
a specific individual 
may be edited or not 
printed.
•  No anonymous let-
ters will be published. 
Writers must sign all 
letters and include a 
phone number or e-
mail address as well 
as a student identifica-
tion number (none of 
which is published). 
Letters will not be 
printed without this 
verification.
•  Letters representing 
groups — or more 
than one individual 
— must have a sin-
gular representative 
clearly stated, with all 
necessary identifica-
tion information.
•  Writers must wait 21 
days before submit-
ting successive letters 
— no exceptions.
•  Letters can be hand 
delivered or mailed 
to The Statesman in 
the TSC, Room 105, 
or can be e-mailed to 
statesman@aggiemail.
usu.edu, or click on 
www.utahstatesman.
com for more letter 
guidelines and a box 
to submit letters. 
Online poll
Do you like Common 
Hour?
Yes, I often miss 
events because of 
other classes.
No, I wouldn’t go 
even if I have the 
time.
I don’t really care.
Visit us on the Web at
www.utahstatesman.
com
to cast your vote and 






Celebrate the Arts this 




-See ARTS, page 14
Wasting a perfectly good hour
 In an age 




comes in the 
form of an 
hour of prime 
class time 
erased from 
the schedule. The replacement is an hour dedi-
cated to guest lectures and faculty meetings as 
well as other student convocations, and was 
described in detail in the Utah Statesman last 
Monday. The change, proposed by Jo Olsen, 
seems to be nothing more than an attempt by 
a former arts and lectures director to leave his 
legacy. This change, however, will be resented 
by students for years to come.
 The hour in question is between 12 and 1:15 
p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. Historically, this 
has been a very busy hour for classes. Typically, 
the classes at this time fill up quickly, thus mak-
ing them hard to get into. Often, this causes 
many students to be forced to bump their class 
schedules to either 7:30 in the morning or 4:30 
in the afternoon. Both times are typically dif-
-See TIME, page 14




 While reading Ms. 
Bennett’s letter, my range of 
emotions was diverse, but 
the concluding feeling I came 
away with was that of distur-
bance by the attitude that it 
shared. I know it’s less than 
earth-shattering, but given 
the sentiment of this letter, 
I thought I would do well to 
remind all involved that the 
orders of the First Presidency 
of the Mormon Church 
do not apply to all school 
children, even in Utah. Ms. 
Bennett’s willingness to fol-
low the advice given is fine 
for her as an individual and 
may work for her situation, 
but I do not understand how 
she can justify these opin-
ions as overriding and impor-
tant for all regardless of their 
personal beliefs and back-
grounds. 
 Would you approve if I 
copied and pasted quotes 
from the Dalai Lama or the 
Pope and told you that they 
were to apply to your life 
and how you educate your 
children? I can only imagine 
that you would think it unfair 
that another religion should 
be allowed to dictate your 
morals or tell you how to 
teach your children, but that 
is exactly what your letter 
suggests. 
 Interestingly, I am a 
Mormon, but cannot imag-
ine any situation where the 
advice of the First Presidency 
should be used on a class-
room matter in any area or 
subject in a public school. 
The kind of beliefs you shared 
are disturbing and reflect a 
sentiment of religious over-
tones that are nothing short 
of completely unacceptable 
in a public school. I suggest 
two things. First, Ms. Bennett, 
may I urge that write your 
own letter without excessive 
use of the copy and paste 
feature. Second, I suggest 
that all recognize the dan-
gers and blatant ignorance 
in allowing personal religious 
morals to supersede curricu-
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ficult for students to manage. Many have to be 
to work before 4:30, or work nights making a 
7:30 class rather inconvenient.
 For me, 12 is the perfect time to have a class. 
My ideal class schedule is anytime between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. It allows for a student to hold 
a part-time job to pay for college and still get 
plenty of sleep even if they work until 10 p.m. 
or later. For example, a student could have 
classes from 9 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. on Tuesday 
and Thursday, work from 3:30 to 8, and try 
to complete all their homework after that. If 
the crucial hour of 12 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. was 
eliminated from possible class hours, they may 
be forced to quit their job in order to accom-
modate a 3:00 or 4:30 class. Even if the class 
was moved to 7:30, the student would have 
to forgo sleep or get to bed before midnight. 
In my experience, that is difficult for a college 
student to do.
 Surely, one can argue that the student 
could simply do their homework between the 
hours of 12:00 and 1:15, but that also happens 
to be lunch time. I, for one, would be sorely 
tempted to take a lunch hour and shoot the 
breeze with my friends as opposed to shutting 
myself up in the library for an hour trying to get 
some homework done. Not that it necessarily 
should, but popularity clearly did not take pre-
cedence when considering this change.
 I assume most students on the Utah State 
campus do not attend guest lectures that 
often. The argument put forth by Jo Olsen is 
that students whose fees go towards guest 
lectures and events should all be able to attend 
said events. A common hour allows for no 
school-related conflict. Most events that have 
piqued my interest have been events held at 
night when no classes are in session. A major-
ity of the money spent on guest appearances 
this year went to BJ Novak, an event that only 
a small percentage of the student body could 
attend due to capacity. An even smaller per-
centage actually attended the event due to 
lack of appeal. The fact of the matter is, most 
students are here to get their education and 
get out. By forcing students to give up an hour 
of prime class time to accommodate a minority 
seems unfair and irresponsible.  
 The strongest argument that I have heard for 
this common hour for lectures is that nobody 
will miss a lecture because they have a class at 
that time. It is a valid argument, but the choice 
of the hour from 12:00 to 1:15 was a horrible 
decision. I think a better option would be 3:00 
or 4:30, an alternative noted by political sci-
ence department head Roberta Herzberg in 
the main article last Monday. It makes much 
more sense to me. It would allow the prime 
class hour to be maintained while allowing for 
a common hour so nobody would have the 
problem of conflicting class schedules. While 
this does not help those who work at these 
hours, it would ease the suffering of the thou-
sands of students on campus who have very 
little interest in attending guest lectures.
 In an ideal world, everything would remain 
the same. Those who want to attend guest 
lectures could make changes to their individual 
schedules to accommodate the time. The rest 
of the student body could go about their lives 
unaffected by the minority’s choice to attend 
these events. If all else fails, put it to a vote. At 
least then the decision would be made by the 
studentbody itself.
Tyler Barlow is a sophomore majoring in com-
puter engineering. He can be reached at tyler.
barlow@aggiemail.usu.edu
Time: Hour should be later in day
      -continued from page 13
were instrumental in making 
the arts at Utah State into 
what they are today. President 
Albrecht said:
 “It is impossible to under-
state the impact the Marie 
Eccles Caine Foundation has 
made on each of our lives over 
the course of many long years 
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foundation and as individual 
trustees of the foundation. 
Their list of charitable gifts 
to Cache Valley and northern 
Utah is an almost unending 
list of what’s what in the arts 
community. But their impact 
certainly does not stop at arts-
related programs or issues. 
Thousands of USU students 
have been touched by dozens 
and dozens of visiting artists 
sponsored by the Foundation, 
and thousands more have 
cultivated their artistic talents 
at the Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art, the Caine 
Lyric Theatre, or through the 
many cultural programs fund-
ed by the Foundation in interi-
or design, landscape architec-
ture, music, creative writing, 
art, theatre, our libraries and 
many more. It would be diffi-
cult to find someone in Cache 
Valley whose life has not been 
touched – in fact, significantly 
enhanced – in some way by 
the generous gifts of the foun-
dation or its trustees. All of 
our lives are richer because of 
them.”
    Come and Celebrate the 
Arts at Utah State University 
with us! Tickets are available 
for all events. Tickets for 
Friday night’s Gala concert 
with Audra McDonald are 
free for USU students with 
activity cards but won’t last 
long! Join us in beginning a 
new tradition of celebrating 
the human spirit through the 
Arts at USU!
Craig Jessop is the dean of the 
Caine School of the Arts.
Arts: Week to culminate in gala
      -continued from page 13
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...Providing pathways to a gentle birth experience...
Initial consultations free.
Saturday and evening appointments available.
Init al consultations free. 
Saturday appointments available.                
Monday – Saturday 8:30-5:30pm
                     Sunrisemidwifery@hotmail.com
www. nrisemidwiferyservices.com
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All But Dead • sarah.a@aggiemail.usu.edu
Breaking the Mold • Kenneth.Locke@aggiemail.usu.edu
Bound & Gagged • Dana Summers
Rhymes with Orange • Hilary Price
Pearls Before Swine • Steve Pastis
Dilbert • Scott Adams
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Loose Parts • Dave BlazekFriends by Default • Trevor.Stewart@aggiemail.usu.edu
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34 Blast from the
past














































8 Wonder of music
9 Cloud of gloom
















35 Really got to
36 Milder drink than












50 Have a dispute
51 Average guy?





57 Coffee source for
a crowd
58 Originally called




By Billie Truitt 12/14/10








2297 North Main, Logan     
OPEN SAT & MON AT 11:30 FOR MATINEES
NO LATE SHOWS ON SUNDAY
Page 15
1436 N 1200 E
The Joke’s on You! • BY YOU!
Take a look at this comic. All we 
need is your gag line, your funny 
caption. You’ll be famous and win 
a free chicken lunch from Kelly’s 
Foothill Mart!  E-mail entry to 
statesmanoffice@aggiemail.usu.edu 
by Thusday at noon ... and watch for 
the winner on Friday! Good luck!
























 Mon.-Sat. 6:00 AM - Midnight,
 Closed Sunday
 Prices Effective January 17-22, 2011
 $ 4 99
   
Sweet  5 lb. Box
Clementines











 2 fo r $ 5   
  
8.5-12 oz. 
Frito Lay Snacks 
 2 fo r $ 5   
  
43-50 oz. Giant 




 for  89 ¢
 
 f r  
Burritos
 $ 1 99
   
ShurSaving
2%, 1% or Skim 
Gallon Milk
 $ 1 9 9 lb.
     l .
Fresh Crisp




 $ 1 67
   7
7.5-9 oz.
Hot Pockets








 $ 2 99




 2 fo r $ 3   
  
Jif 17.3-18 oz. Peanut Butter 
or Smuckers 32 oz. Grape 
Smuckers or Jif
 88 ¢ 
 




 $ 1 67




 AFS Vendor Coupon
 Expires: 01/25/11
coupon per item(s) purchased. Limit 1 coupon per customer.
 TAW
 4 fo r $ 4
2 Liter Bottles
Pepsi Products
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 MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) – An East 
Coast storm bringing sleet and freezing 
rain spread into northern New England on 
Tuesday, sending cars skidding off roads, 
knocking out power and making ski area 
managers cross their fingers that snow 
wouldn’t turn to ice at higher elevations.
 The storm, which iced over roads all the 
way down to Delaware and delayed f lights 
for tens of thousands of weather-weary trav-
elers, was expected to drop up to 10 inches 
of snow before moving out early Wednesday.
 Up to 6 inches of snow fell across much of 
New Hampshire before turning to freezing 
rain late Tuesday afternoon, just in time for 
the evening commute.
 In Maine, the storm brought a mix of 
snow, sleet, freezing rain and rain. Inland 
areas could see up to 8 inches of snow before 
the storm ends, National Weather Service 
meteorologist Steve Capriola said.
 The prospect of rain sent crews in some 
municipalities rushing to clear snow and ice 
from storm drains to avoid street f looding 
followed by freezing.
 Ski areas prayed the snow would only 
add to a strong base on the mountains that’s 
allowing for the opening of tree skiing.
 “It’s really coming around,” Killington 
resort spokesman Tom Horrocks said of the 
season.
 Residents in northern Maine were eager 
to get the snow to open more cross-country 
skiing and snowmobile trails.
 Utilities were braced for ice: A spokesman 
for Unitil said the company had 60 crews 
ready to respond to any downed power lines 
in New Hampshire and had made arrange-
ments for 50 more backup crews if neces-
sary.
 By early evening, the state’s largest utility, 
Public Service Company of New Hampshire, 
was reporting only about 50 customers with-
out power, all in Bedford.
 The slick roads sent cars sliding across 
the region.
 The storm came less than a week after 2 
feet of snow fell in parts of New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and elsewhere along the 
East Coast.
 “This seems a little more like a New York 
winter,” said David Cairns, trying to keep 
his dress shoes from getting wet while cross-
ing the street in White Plains, N.Y. “Ice and 
slush and cold rain. It beats a blizzard.”
 Tuesday’s icy blast also closed hundreds 
of schools and delayed or canceled f lights 
throughout the region.
 More than 400 f lights were canceled at 
New York’s three main airports, most of 
them at Newark (N.J.) Liberty International, 
where Continental Airlines halted f lights 
because of freezing rain and snow. New 
York’s LaGuardia Airport reported hour-
and-a-half delays on arriving f lights in the 
late morning.
 Boston’s Logan International Airport 
kept its runways clear and open, but outgo-
ing f lights to several other cities affected by 
the storm were delayed.
 Commuter rail lines in the northern sub-
urbs of New York and in the Philadelphia 
area reported delays, and public works crews 
were dispatched throughout the region to 
clear debris from storm drains so melting 
snow wouldn’t pool and cause f looding.
 Patricia Ricciardi used a tissue to wipe 
sludge off the cuffs of her slacks in a south 
Philadelphia subway station as she headed 
downtown to work at her city job.
 “I don’t want to go to work looking like I 
came from a garage instead,” she said. “It’s 
disgusting.”
 Tomoko Takushi, a graphic designer in 
Philadelphia, described her walk to work on 
the ice-glazed sidewalks as “terrifying.”
 New York City streets and sidewalks were 
a slushy mess Tuesday, with pedestrians 
forced to cross large watery accumulations 
at street corners, and icy stretches of side-
walks were like Slip n’ Slides. Cars threw 
gobs of slush onto anyone standing too close 
to the street.
 Connecticut State Police Lt. J. Paul Vance 
said troopers were f looded with more than 
700 calls for help during the morning rush 
hour and had to deal with more than 70 col-
lisions.
 “The problem with every crash is that 
we had difficulty getting equipment to the 
crash site due to the volume of traffic and 
the slippery conditions,” Vance said.
 Police in central Massachusetts were 
investigating whether the storm played a 
part in a crash that killed two Rhode Island 
men near a tiny town named Douglas. The 
snow had just started to fall when the men’s 
car hit a tractor-trailer, police said.
 The eastern half of New York was 
expected to get up to 8 inches of snow, along 
with freezing rain and sleet. Coastal New 
Hampshire was bracing for power outages as 
ice was expected to build up on power lines 
later Tuesday.
 New Hampshire could get up to 10 inches 
of heavy snow, the National Weather Service 
said. The most serious hours of the storm 
were expected to hit there late Tuesday and 
into Wednesday.
 After a Christmas weekend blizzard 
dumped 20 inches of snow on New York 
City, Mayor Michael Bloomberg was criti-
cized for the slow cleanup. Up to 12 inches 
of snow blanketed the area again last week, 
but the city was prepared and the streets 
were quickly plowed.
YVETTE JUDGE WORKS TO CLEAR the ice from the back window of her car, in 
Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 18, after a mix of freezing rain and sleet fell overnight in the Washington 
area. AP photo
Snow, sleet, ice spread up East Coast, cars slide
